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give us a clear view of Things, and to VV 
gach other. But the Third Rule I rook 


ed. It is an Hindrance 


ſtood: | 


as the united Wiſdom and Learnin 
\ — 


of the: Governors of the Church afſem- 
bled in a Syned ? How can we yield a 
moge reaſonable, and conſequently a more 
EexcAJen;. than. by ſubmirting our. 0p 
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1 tures are the Rule of Faith: So are the 
| Shan. of the Land the Rule of our civil 


[ES Obedience; but they are often diger, 


and capable of various Interpretations: 
and what have private Subjects to do, 
but to acquieſce in the Deciſion of the 
1 or, if that be filent, in the 
Deciſion of the Judges, who are the pro- 
per Interpreters of thoſe Laws? Yes; but 
Fathers and Councils ha ve often erred, 
differed among themſelves, and violently 
_ contradicted one another; and our own . 
Church declares them not to be Infallible. 
o do Judges very ee differ among 
them — in point of Law (much oftner, 
by the way, than Forts of the ſame 
Churck do in point of Divinity ;) ſo do 
Laws themſelves very frequently contra- 
AE ny l each other; nor did » we 
: hear that either the former or the 
r pretended to Infallibility :- And yet 
I think this is not commonly urged as an 
Argument either againſt asking the Opi- 
nion of the Judges, or ſubmitting to the 
nf Authority of — Legiſlature. If it were, 
I believe more Notice would be taken of 
tt, than ſeems to be taken of the 3 
| = m, N22 Eccleſiaſtical , tio 
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ſ private pas to Theis? The e 1 


Scriptures; and therefore, at leaſt, and to 


- : Sentiments ought to be over-ruled by t = 


N 


Another > Still our own Chick, of E which 8 
we are 'Mextibien and to whoſe Autho- K+ |} 
_ rity we are Subject, ought to conclude TOW 
Die; This Guide, tho? not not Infallible, is 
the beſt we have, in underſtanding * W 


put it at the loweſt, ought to determine 35 
us for want of a better. 2 
Nor is the Caſe at all Parallel between 
uVs, and the Church of Rome; as it has 
been. and ſtill is, moſt fall and mali- 
ciouſſy inſinuated. Private Jud ment is 
not by us ſet aide; but only taught to ab- 
mit to the publick Judgment in Matters 
of an abſtraſe and difficult Nature. Their 
peculiar Doctrines are manifeſtly contrafy 
1 to Scripture in the plaineſt and moſt im- 
portant Inſtances, even in Practice, as 
. well as Faith; and the moſt ignorant Per- 
ſon that can read, and ſay the Ten Com- 
mandments, hs ay prehenſion enough to 
perceive it. Bu cond all the DoQrines 
_ .controverted. 8275 us are confeſſed on 


all Hands to be obſcure, and hard to be 


anderſtood; and therefore our private 


Deciſion of dur Superiours concer ni 
them. Should a Judge, nay ſhould a 
| of them together (could ſuch a Tas N 
be poſſibly conceived) tell a private Pe. 
5 To IS” — and * are HOWE + 
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cCed by. Reaſon; beca 
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y, as in pr ptr to nd 3 it. 
N othing i in the World therefore can % 


more rational, than to ſabmit our ow ; 


ons to Thoſe, who muſt be preſumed to 
underſtand the Matter in Debate better 
than our ſelves. For however Reaſon and 


Aathority have been ſet at Variance by 
ſome Men, nothing is more certain (as 1 


' hinted above) than that being convinced | 
by Authority, we may may he fatto be convin- 


the latter may, 
and often does, dictate to us that We 


termines his Aſſent muſt 


e the Appear- 


ance of Things to his own Judgment; but 
then that Appearance may be made ſe- 
_' veral ways; either from the Nature of 
ttme Things themſelves, or from the Opi- 
nion and Determination of other Men. 
3.o that theſe Oppoſers of Authority, and 
. | ce mf Advocates for Reaſon, might 
| ' Have ſpar'd that wiſe Obſervation of theirs, _ 


5 whiche 1885 are nao — g, and 


4 


__ ng $1 doubrhu Point of La! in n which A 


ought to be directed by the former. It 
zs true indeed, the laßt Reſult of a Man's 
— Enquiry, or that which immediately de- 85 
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vhich No amon Us denies T twe 7 
55 E as well ene eine dere 2 
uncdlerſtand with other e Rea * 2 
. we may really our ſe , N 
buy ſalmitting our own . | 
af others ; our omn Reaſaon tolling 1 us that 
Ve vught to do ſo : The not diftinguiſh ing 
of which has been the Occaſion of all 
this Fallacy, and of ſo many very idle and 
7 frivolous jetions, . 
But till it is urged, That they who . 
_ ought to dire& us, differ am Aeon 
5 Fx They? Who? Particular Per- 
ſons may; but the Articles, — Thoſe. 1 
ho compiled them, are very well a- — 
. r 85 
ſome, that the Articles in theſe Th 
are as difficult and indeterminate as 5 
Scriptures, nay ſometimes much Ä LE 
ſo; it muſt be a ſufficient Anſwer at 
preſent (becauſe there can be no other) | 
to ſay, This is notoriouſly falſe in Fact; 
and for the Proof we muſt refer our ſelves - | 
to the Judgment of any unprejudiced 
Perſon, who will examine Both, and make 
the Compariſon between them. Such a 
one will ſoon. perceive. and confeſs, that 
DoQrines Which lie diffuſe, ſcattered, , 
and disjointed in the Scriptures, are col  — } 
lected . reduced to Propoſitions in the = 
Articles; and x even. in * latter fome 4 


. 8 3 Is ? t 
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5 * — are however much more ſo in the 1 oy! Hh 
If then it be enquired, how ſhall private 


» Conſcience, or Doubts concerning the Law- 


es Only. ever. havin 


98 e beck 2 muſt Cnc Martly 


unlearned Perſons be determined with re- 


gard to thoſe. Difficulties which {till re- 
main even in the Definitions and Explana- , 


tions of the Church; the Anſwer is ready: 
They muſt be concluded by the] 5 
ol particular Divines, the molt Skil 


ask d, Who are They 


1 Ns e | 
; eaſy; ; Thoſe in ale roba WhO are * 
by common Repute eſteemed to be ſo. 


I ſay in all probability; for here likewiſe 
we do not pretend to be Infallible: but 


wee muſt proceed upon probable Evidence, 
| when-we can Have: no better. In theſe,” 
and din all other Points relating not oni 
to Faith, but to Practice, ſuch for Ex- 


ample as are commonly called Caſes 


fulneſs or Unlawfulneſs of Actions, we 
muſt be directed by the Deciſion of Di- 
vines: And if they differ in their Opinions, 
we muſt be guided by Thoſe of whom 
Me our ſelves have the beſt Opimon 
a more eſpecial Re- 
ard to Him, who 7 — the immediate 
re of our N For the reſt, to ask 
whom, or how. AY: e ould con- 
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mlt, is ft ne EN ane: f 2s to 451 how many 1 EY | 
_ Laws PR Phy 5h we. ſhould conſult, 30 
les relating to their reſpective Fa- 
E he Anſwer is plain in all Three; 
2 77 D many as it 13 moſt conve-= ® 
nien 1 855 2nd in that our own 
Real. and Experignce: ; muſt direct Us. 
or can it be ſaid; That the Caſe in Di- 
rig differs from the other. TOY be- 
uſe. ou 
REN, than du Bodies, or; . 
This 81 TE 5 5 decke "nc 


. Py — : 235.00 
* 47 4 . » 
3 


* to the Faſt ru ion given v us, even 
tho 2 Perſon or " Perſons who inſtructed 
us. 2 in the Wrong: And that for this 
pa Reaſon, 'becaule We procured the 
Information we co duld; and conſe- 
quently did all that Was required 75 
God Himſelf having appointed no other 
Means than thoſe We made uſe of. And 
ere i. the Perſon who asks Advice be 


capable of underſtanding the Reaſons of the 

| HE. he muſt. have thoſe. Reaſons 

F id before . him : If he be not, he muſt 

5 WE plicith, even to the * 

I e in either Inſtance he thinks 


%, becauſe he thinks Rationally ; 
| he "toes by ian” as well as e 


N To 


Pepe 
P 


can for PT 2nd then callin in the 


Aid of others to Tupply his De eds. A | 
Man who'ſzes perfe val, has n Oer: 
caſion to have his Opticks Allie Bue Z 


Thoſe, with wham it 


to help them to walk 
the leaft N 
their Eyeſe 


Is otherwiſe, have 
Glaſſes to help them to read, or Guides 
and that withour 
den the Frerdm of 


think, * State of.the 


This, 


x 2 nd concerning, ' Reaſon and Anthority, as „ 


mpared witfi each other; and of the 


1 Rule which the former directs us to pro- 
cesd by, in conſulting the latter: I have 


con licered it, tho* briefly, yet ſomewhat 5 
diſtinctly; becauſe I rake it ta be a Sub- 


ject of ver reat Im n 
little re eds 


and tell us, that in 11 an 
Sr. che Church has introduced Terms 
not to be found in the Scriptures, and 


5 5 Ft By 8 well Object t the 


. 
| 18 
1 __ 


| muſt have more Terms than the Thing 
i explained; 
1 J to r th little e N  @ 


1 FR, tho? very 


But i Avnet Argu ge yore 
-Creeds, 


e Definitions, and Forms of 
This they continually Object; 


rpreting, or Declaring of 
any thing r : The Explanation 


otherwiſe it would be e an Ex- 


: 2 
r 
S 


TT. Ia 
- n chem, 15 ee to Scri- beten 
pture or even not 'to be proved fro ow. 
_ they will Gay ſomething to the purpoſe: © * 
But all ſhort of This is mere Cavil, and 
Fallacy : Eſpecia Ily it we have a due re- 
Bard to the Authority of the Church, 
and the Rea ſonableneſs * 2 Duty of ſub. 
mitting to it in Things difficult and ab- 
ſtruſe: as 1 have belle particularly com. 
ſider ed it. "> 
As to the Exafting of ' Subſcriptions ; 
i E neceſſary, be was faid, in order to 
preſerve Peace and Unity in the Church: 
And if thoſe of whom t they are SU 
| believe/ the Doctrines, Why do 6 
Soruple? If the do not; Why,do ey 
Subſcribe ? Fn Po e Sen in wh ch 
they are to be taken; If they are not 
clear and Plain, the Subſcriber has the 
mere Latitude: If the Articles do not 
define Things, there is no more to he 
faid';i neither do we ; It is the fame here 
28 it An Law ; "Ubi Lex non Aiſtinguir, 
: weque nos difting were debemas, B if they 
4 Ulearly, expielly, p plainly define, and 
declare; e muſt Li ee f in that plain 
Senſe, not by forced unnatural Conſtru- 
Cions diſtinguiſn it away, and impoſe 
one of out own in its Rea >. directiy con- 
trar) to it; and ſo ſubſcribe not 70, but 
K the Articles, not to their ebe | 
"I TR. ut 
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out the moſt ſhameful Prevarication, and 


— by _— : 


 FYV vertual Perjury. And if it be demanded, 


— 


and 0 n 2 * 
prot | thoſe N as much as the 
latt | 


| Who ſhall be Judges of the Senſe of the 
Church in theſe. her Declarations; I an- 
ſwer, Common Reaſon, and the Conſei- 


ences of the Subſcribers. ss. 
xn Nor >1S; 1 all. un aſt. | or; unreaſonable for 


+ 


| lickly Subſcribe ro her Doctrines, and 


them purely upon a Frinciple of Conſct- 


 . . ence; (could. That be ſuppoſed paſſible, 
While they pretend to aſſent to them z) 
Becauſe it is agreeable, to the ſtricteſt 
Equity that the Opinion of Publick Au- 
thority ſhould be preferr d to that of Pri- 
vate Perſons ; and then that Private Per- 
ſons ſhould ſuffer, rather than the Pub- 
lick. But beſides; a vaſt Majority of 
Chriſtians all over the World, and parti- 


cularly the main Body of our ownCburch, 


no by ſome denied, but judge it Impious 


and even  Blaſphemous to deny them: 


1 
* 


ſequently think it their Duty to 


it theirs to make that 


er can thin 


— 


Oppoftion: For it is to be hoped, Here - 
tieks are not the only Perſons Who have 


Se... 


# ; 
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L 0 ' ano) AK, „ 0 Aden Dita urſe 
: foe: therefore ehe F autbbrif ef the — 
Church. Synods, Couneils, and "Fathers © 

| have of late been deeryd by ſome M 

even by ſome, though, God be praiſed, 
but a few, Who (to their Shame bel ic 
ſp poken) a Ade by 3 Office and Pio 

Ae : obliged to defend then: 
How: much ſoever the Notions of Hereſy 
hie ode hand, and of Orthodoxy on the . 

other, have” been exploded and laughed, 1 
to Sori by profane and ignorant Wri- 


5 ters oſo as by way of Ridicule to di unde 


us from the Study of, \vhe OS 2p) 
thermſelves: it will eder a 
able td an impartial Enquirer, the THER 
who livabineareſt to tlie Ties ef Chi 
and huis Apoſtles, muſt be befk qualified | 
to infeim us in many Things; that the 
Thurch has, and ought to 200 An Nos 
thority in Expounding obſure Faffages of 
JSoripture, and fixing the Senſe of wr 
cult Points in Divinity; that there n h 
Abſurdity in the Word Hereſy xd" 
fignify-a Doctrine contrary to t e Word 3 
0 * God;"as: interpreted by the Chur) 
and that; after all the little Raillery of 
Thoſe w Who are Wiſe or Witty in their 
zonceits, the Orthodox Chriſtian Is. 
the trueſt, and therefore in pro- 


priety of * the my * ar: 


Fart Text, Preve all1 gs: ; 
e 4 heb Hold faſt that who 
13 And here we ſhall conlider, -.. x 


LT tt, vo 113 
10 Duty i AE, And, wot X Fe 
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t lor 7 upon the Proof of! it. Thema 
very many Paſſages of Holy Sctipture 
which might be alledged to this purpoſe, 
the Apeſtle of my Text 3 r ia 
another place to Stand Faſt in the . 0 
| wherewith.Chrift hath made us Brest A 
That we henceforth be uo morf like C 2 
toſſed to and fro, ang carried about mith every 
Wind of Dolirins. Where we may make 
one very material Obſervatioh:, by the 
way, to confirm What was urged in tho 
foregoing Particular, concerning MP Au- 
1 of the 3 the. U n 


Pa ONS, 4 1 e 
the Sage, f fo he Wa 


7% th Un 15 . Fal h, —_ 
"of RI God, unto 4 perfeci 


exſure of the Stature of the 
ja 1 5 And n it and hey Mi 

hat 
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4 5 bevceforth be no more like 
the Furl ren to the Edifiing of the Body 
FC a and the CN ly "Paſtors 
= ſedehers to ＋ Crete EY 


pov "is 1 1 rats 4 AS. 1 755 
ripe ure: Without This it is (humanly 
ſpeaking) impoſſible we ſhould ever come 
td Heaven: We muſt be in the right 
way, and contiune in it too; Other Wiſe 
how ſhould we arrive at our Journeys 
End? Fruch is 0. ſomewhere, or 
other; and as yy wk tapable of being | 
diſcoveregt: But if we do not adhere: to 

it, after we fa ve found it, the Diſcovery 
can be of no uſe” Tr * unless it be to 

render 


KC 


"It fees then the Uniry of 
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will be farther 98 J and.co 
2. The Difficulties, - and. "Ei tie 


which are made concerning WOE 
1. Firſt then it may be enquired, 
long muſt we prove, before we hold feſt ? 
I-Anfwer ; Till we are fully convinced 

2 we are in the Right. But it will 
be aid, the Queſtion, recurs, . When is 
That? Many Things are to be confider- | 
ed, Fi 2 Ln Y | beige we of Dif cap ently 


us th he more nn 4 „ 


yie „and, 
en A 9 155 580 
10 numerous, A S If Fo ev 
. Pu 
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uments is Eu 100 1 1 „And 
gh J remarked in t 5 Branch of 
my  Diſourſe) it ye, prove our own Re. 
1810n to be trus oe of courſe p prove al 
' - Others to be fall 3 In like männer, how 

much Puſt lever, 705 been rai ed 7 ab! ut - 
the Divinit ef our. Saviour 0 5 * 
ticks, a About, e a 
3 He Any, that 
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Hogtroverlies Apes ee 
ais Dut theſe Bpocimens maychelu: 
TE id not. Much ithg; Difficuley; 


8% Thing, aS the Lazine,phthe Ber: 
5 te co mn ken Judge. 
ſo long undetgrn might: 
TY * Conners, i they wauld but: 

eV. K ake Pa ing enough co 
. iow raiſed from: 
dit; 5 0 "Tgnorant 155 Illiterate 
5 A e Answer da before, 
Ain to igſtrud them, 
in 0 e eee Tube 
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oli in geen erke Grids h y Bi " 


whether atileaſt - 5 5 


ay | 
2 Pa en e en d 9 8 8 0 & 4 
— on the other; but the Turks, 
Jews, end Heathens, 4 forks of 91 0 
- cks, and eee as well 
Ours, e Hera to tat, they 4 
in bans Right, ut d 
low that the 3 ſo?” Th 
they 5 7 in the Right 
ee eee d 
ſtrange 
there are Varier of Wa zrefare—ts 
3 And wt ER ve 
that Lam in the true one; does it follo 
that I am not fo, becauſe "others 
the contrary. without: roving it Is there 
no Truth: in the” WOrl, 15 0 there” 1s: 


becauſe there are many Trejdicrs n ; 
is our being born in 1 Courrry Gar is | 

the Right, an Ar A ument that we a in 
the Wrong; or e do not 


whether We are in the Right or no, "afer 


we have ſufficiently proved it? What 


in the Name of D Senſe, won 1 0 


n thelo 


des it therefore . 


the Right i indeed. 4 Becauſe 


nk 


„ 1 
paſs Reople dave 2. N . ai 4 
Ghly.be more ridiculous: And yet this 1 
Noile' without Meaning; has — the of 
Heads of Thouſands, and threatens tg 

ö wiſh 4 —.— _ _ World: 

| . 8 hae been DET "Tho 
| Ne 8 morerthan any cert 7 
17 17 9 eee 2 


* happened. wo be Nativez-0f a-Coun „ 
Br in which\cThat Religion is eſtas; 
bliſh'd ? Or after having proved our own) | 
to be true and $' to be falſeg would: 
they have us turn Turts, becauſe wei 
were born in Exgland; only to ſbew that 
We are Free: Thinkers, and not fetter d. 
by che Prejadicec of Education ? That 
ve were born in This, or That Religion, 
is indeed no Ar e ee but ſure 
it muſt be allowid too, that it ia no Ar- 
gument gain it. The true Religion 
muſt be ſomewhere, or other : If it hap- 
pens to be in dur Country, let us not 
be angry: If we will not own it to he 
a Friyilege, Jer. us at leaſt bear it with 
Patience, The only. way! therefore to 
talk to the Purpoſe, is to examine the 
Evidence — 3 55 ·0 der 
£69 er 


_ fefliice 1 OS. op 
from Prejudice I cannot omit one by tlid 


3 Education it ſelf. All rational Creabs 

| rures, the 1ay, oughi 10 Think for tema 
Ives, an 
— therefore-to inſtiaiy Prin ples 

into the 3 Minds of. eee 

| my 


ments. © 


: Weiſce to lat a re 


carry us; even to argue againſt Teuching 
and # Inſtrudion, in Mz Sor the higheſt 
Conſequenoe. But their Argument turns 
upon this falſe Suppoſition, chat it & poſs 
fible for the. Mind of Mam after: i: 

come to any conſiderable uſe. of Reaſon, 
to be wholly 


ctical Principles, Some Notions or other 


LE. of Religion are natural and unavoid 
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— * 


ee ions ay . - 
way which ſome'thinkifir ny Abe _ 


freely toickuſe their own — 0 


ny if Fir be im- 
Sede uſe of their own] Judg- 


led Pitch 
0 Reaſoning our Free- IThinkers would 5 


void of all Moral and Pra- 3 


b ä can, or £3 thinks he 
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may he not — 55 ie co his Chien, and LW 


1 + ? 37's 17 MAGE 


Y Diſcourſe 


| be as(Free to Prejudice them with Truth A 
. (if it muſt be 10 called) as Others will 
eertainly be to Prejudice them with 
Falſhood? Many other Thihgs might be 

kid in Anſwer to this Objection; but the 
Object ion it ſelf i is too trivial to be in- pf 
ſiſted upon. 1355 „„ £323 © . 
63. Tho“ This, which 1 am going to 
mention, is not ſo important as the for- 
mer; yet it ſeems to be conſequent of 

it and therefore ſhall takes its Place in 
this-C Order. The | Liberty of Thinking'T 
have often hinted at in This, and other 
Diſcourſes; but it is here to be more 

rti Ularly conſidered: becauſe Holding 
ſt that which is Good, is ſuppoſed by ſome 


. 10 be an Impeachment of that Liberty. 


8 


Does then the Freedom: of examining every 
Tide conſiſt in not aſſenting to am Thing ? 
COD juſt as if in the Affairs of Trade 
Liberty of Bargaining conſiſted in 
* coming to any Agreement. The 
Apoſtle ſays,: Prove all Things; Hold faſt 
that which in God: Theſe Nen ſay, Ca- 
P vil aboutevery” Thing,” and hold faſt No- 
thing.: Or, ina different Expreſſion, be 
alfays Sceptical and Captious; that you 
may be ſuppoſed to be a Wit by ſeme, 
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i right uſe of my Reaſon? And do:T 


* ; 3 . | 


make 2. wrong: uſe;iof chat Reaſon: by 
aſſenting to ſomething, or other upon ra» | 
tional Grounds? Nene Freedom con- 

ſift purely in Fluttering? And is a Man 
certainly a Slave, becauſe he is at Reſt ? 


I be vile Uſe which was once made 


of this Text, in the Caſe of what was 
then called Ozcaſionel Conformity was. juſt 
farther conſider d. The Miſery, as well 
as Folly, of thus floating in Scepti- 
eiſm I ſhall elſe where take notice 
ſuch Doctrines in theſe Infidel Times, 
Js too evident to need an . 5 
only now obſerve the different Chara» 
to the Subject upon which I have 
been Diſcourſing. Sems embrace every 
Thing, and hold faſt nothing: Others 
neither embrace, nor hold faſt any 
Good, but do not hold it faſt : Others 
Cho, God knows; are too man 2 em 
(ho are the beſt, but One) chuſe Evil 
_ at. firſt, but afterwards finally change it 
for Gad: And a Sixth (whoare the * 
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I have ! it, We cannot well 


material Errors oppoſed to it, be through 


| ly weighed and examined, we ſhall of 
courſe ſtedfaſtly aſſent to it; For the 
- Mind cannot fefuſe Truth, when it -is 
dul r * But without conſi- 
dering 


any thing: Or if we do, it is purely ac- 
cidental : If we are in the Right, it is 
only by Chance; which indeed, to ſpeak 


ſtrictly, is impoſſible: We 2 by chance 


embrace That which 7» it ſelf is Right, 


and with a blind Obſtinacy adhere to it; 


but it is not Right zo us, unleſs we ra- 


tionally know, or believe it to be ſo. It 


zs dr want therefore of duly Trying and 


Examining Things, that the Minds of 
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e Evidence, or informing our 
Judgments, we cannot firmly aſſent to 
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FT The Diſficnlties in » Religion, 1 
and the Seriptures, no A rgument ä 
againſt Either; And the Folly and 
| Widedneſs 5 of perverting Thoſe 


by AY 

- Difficulties to wrong Fefe „„ 
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5 = . Es whith are ſome EY 837 to 75 og 
" underſtood ; which "they that are unlearned © 
And unſtable, wreſt, as they de alſo the other N 
e to their own Deſtruction, 
Te therefore, Beloved, ſeeing ye know. theſe : 
Things before; beware leſt ye alſo, bein bed 
away by the Erie of the Witked, 8 all, rom. 
> own ee oY 4 
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n 1 35 ente Clauſe of 9 "Text Diſcourls 
ing an imperfe&t Sentence, ne- I. 
ce: Lily refers us to the Words preceding — 
it. St. Peter was juſt before ſpeaking os. 
= * N Saviour's Coming to J nig 7 
: And having ſhew 9 — „„ 
175 to be moſt 8 tho” the Time Was 
AS and perhaps at a diſtance; He 
D pro 


| Diſcourſe proceeds OR ver. 14 Whet FI , Be 1 
2 nt Leg. that he lool for ſueh Things, l 


N that je may be found of Him without © 
1 Spot, and blameleſs. And account that 929 
TLong-faffer ing of our Lord is Salvation; ev 


as nd beloved Brother Paul alſo, 5 


uAnto the Wiſdom given unto him, hath writ- 


zen | unto you: As alſo in all his Epiſtles, 


15 ſpeating in dhem of 1 7 Things. Tn 22 


are ſoms Things hard. to be underſtood; ; -  _ 
Whether the Relative Which is to be re- 


ferred to the Things here ſpoken. f, or. to 
St. Paul's Epiſtles, may admit of a : Que- 


ſtion: The. vulgar Reading: makes it re- 
ſpe& the. former, but ſome particular Co- 
= the latter. However it be, the Dif- 

rence is not material; and the Aſſer- 


tion is true in either Senſe : It being un- 
deniable, that both St. Paul's Epiſtles in 


general, and the Doctrines here men- | 
tioned. in particular, do really contain 
Things hard to be under ſtocd. I ſhall from 


the Words tale Occaſion to Diſcourſe upon 
a Subject of a wider Extent than either of 


8 5 ET, Thoſe (which ever it be) which is ange. 


dutch and direct) included in them. 


I believe it may With Truth be af- 


. firmed, That no ons Folly whatſveyer 


has contributed more to the reigning 


Wiekedneſs of the World; than a certain 


e Wh which Men. ge 


5 0 Fhew 


1 251 


a ich dle B. Diſequa 
ſo as to neglett what is eaſy and Fg + 
2 able in it, the main Subſtance e 
which it contains, and the main Proofs 
upon which it relies. This kind of Tri- 
fog makes Infidels of ſome, and very 
Believers of more. This enervates 
"ther Verrue, inflames their Paſſions, 
- pts their Wills, and perplexes their 
: r Tr ſo confounds their 
Ideas, and gives them fuch a Whirl of 
Thinking, that they are never ſettled all 
their Lives: long: but are always like Eph. 5. 
Children, toſſed to aud fro, and carried about 14. 
_ with every Wind of Doctrine; ever learning, 2 Tim. 
and never able to come to the knowledge of 3+ 6 
the Traub. And the Reaſon of it —_ 
to be This: The Deſire of Knowle 5 
in Thoſe Who employ cheir intellectual 2 
Faculties, is a reſtleſs and unquiet Prin- 
ciple; and by this, as well as other Ap- 
petites, we. are inclined: to be always 
graſping and reaching at Things which 
we have nat, ſo as to flight and overlook 
what we adfudly have.  Andiiris indeed 
fo far laudable ; that we ought not to 
be down content. with the firſt Rudi 
ments of Iuſtruction, but daily to pi 
. 3 and improve in true Knowledge; 
eſpecially in Religious Matters which are 
of the utmoſt "Ws and Concern to. 
Lo SS 2 "II US» 


Braltles 8 Rel. Des 


en ih, between what. is l of being 
KEE Known b us, and what 18 not; by no 


5 1 5 means ſuffering the latter to debar us from 


ET ſtinctly 48 I. A 


the Benefit of the former. L ſhall there- 
fore at this Time. endeavour to regulate 
the Cond uct of our Wills and Underſtand-, 
_ ings in this important Affair; and be- 
. caule it is a Subject of the higheſt Con- 
ſequence with regard to our Pr 
ſhall: conſider it, tho briefly, yet as — 
in theſe Five following ; 


. 8 which ſeem naturally to to riſe 


en the b ſords before e ] 
8 Firſt, L 8 That "Wa are e ik. 
+ Jo, in Religion „ Things hard to be un- 
derſtood.; tho? not near i page. as are 
Tometimes pretended. | 
II. Secondly, I ſhall enquire in * 
= Senſe, and how many Ways, 
culties may be ſaid to be Mreſted. 

III. Third, I ſhall remark upon chat 
Par rt of the Character here given of thoſe 
Who ſo wreſt them; that they are un- 

| learned and unſtable; which J ſhall make 
out, by conlidering in Point of Reaſon the 

exceeding | Abſardiry:;.of thoſe Objections 
Which are ra iſed from the e Diſſutjes of : 
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that they wreſt thaſe Difficulties 70 their 


as Fooliſh, in fo doing. 


own Deſtraition, and are Wicked, as wel! 


* 


the E 


'Firſt Place then I obſerve: 


I. In the 


That there are Difficulties in Religion, 2 


Dings hard to be underſtood : tho not near 
_ ſo many as are ſometimes pretended. 
_ *Thereare'wo different Sorts of Perſons, 
both Enemies to Religion, who aſſault 
it by contrary Methods, Some repre- 


ſenting the Difficulties of it as more and. 
greater; Others, as fewer, and leſs, than 
they really are. The former fay the 


conſiſtent ; there being ſo much Obſcu- 


on, or how to frame a Judgment con- 


cerning it. Thee latter tell us there are 
no Mytteries in Chriſtianity, nay no con- 
ſiderable Difficulties; laying it down _ 

for a Maxim, that all Matters of Faith 


xity, and Diverſity of Interpretation, 
that one does not know what to fix up- 


„ e and Toſh, 1 ſhall enforce 
the Exhortation of the Apoſtle 3 Thar 
We may not be led away by this Error 
of the Witked, and fall from our own Sted- 


OY 


8 


* 
N — 


2 ſhall ſhew the Folly and Diſcourſe 
_ Danger of ſuch Arguing, in relation to Pra- 5 
© Free; from this Part of their Characteer,rW 
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e the meaneſt Capacity. And there- 
5 ppears Myſte 
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ore whenever a Point a te 
lLious or Obſcure to themſelves; they go 

 *. a very ſhort way, and, without more Ce- 
remony, reject it, as Falſe and Spurious. 

| How Falſe both thoſe Opinions are, I 
1 ſhall ſhew in its proper Place: At preſent 

ls obſerve, that the Truth happens to lie 
Juſt between them; There are real Diffi- 
._ _- culties in Religion, tho not near ſo many, 

as ſome pretend. In the Phraſe of the 
Text it 1s expreſly aſſerted, that there” are 
Difficulties ; and imply d®that there are nor 

Z 20 many: qu eνονν . ma, fome Things hard 

to be. 


underſtood. I ſhall come to the Proof 


of Particulars in my Third Ggperal Head, 
upon which the main Streſs of this Dif- 
_ courſe will turn: 1 here only make this 
Obſervation as prev ious, and preparator7 


b 


to what follows. 


II. The Second Thing I propoſed, was 


* N 


= * 2 % * 


to conſider, In what Senſe, and how | 
many Ways, thoſe Difficulties may be 
ſaid to be wreſted. The Original Word 

c pee N ſignifies either diſtorting a Thing ] 

5 contrary to its natural Bent and Tenden- 

p; or racking it ſo, as to make it ſpeak 

2 a Senſe it knows nothing of. Eah, as 

Well as difficult, Places of Scripture are 
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2 the A ſtle'in thoſe Words, As Diſco 
= 222 * Seript Some A 
Men find out Ways to prove "rhe _ 
- Doitrines, even from vols Texts which 
are. moſt plainly and directly levelled 
againſt them; Libertiniſm of Practice 
from- St. Pauls Diſcourſes upon Faith, 
and the Duty of Rebellion from the Thir- 
teenth Chapter of the Epiſtle to the Ro- 
muss. But I am nom obliged to ebnfine 


my ſelf to the Difficulties of Religion 


Which we may wreſt, either, 1. By p er- 
verting them to our own rbsenclöed ES 
Opinions: Or, 2. By making them more 
difficult than they really are: Oh, 3- mY | 
drawing wrong Conſequences from them 

to the Prejudice of Religion, or Chriſti- | 

in general, Theſe Particulars are 
| in, that to mention them is ſuffi- 


ſo 


them naturally leads us ro khe Third 5 
Thing 1 propoſed; vie, SF 2 | 8 


che Chatacter here given of Thoſe who "2 | 


wreſt the Things hard to be underſtood , 
that they are unltarned and unſtable; to 
confider in point of Reaſon tlie exceed. 
_ ingAbſurdity of thoſe Objections which 
are W ee the Difficulties of Reli- 
ww. Character of fuch 
the > Apoſtle Makes no "ONT 
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- awnlearned and unſtable; Words which are 


far from flattering the Vanity of Human 


— 


VUnderſtanding. And here by anlearned 
are not meant Thoſe only who have no 
Learning at all; but alſo, and indeed 


chhiefly, [Thoſe who have ſome, and not 
much. The former are commonly Mo- 


dieſt, and willing to be Inſtructed; but 
the latter are extreamly apt to be for- 
Ward and aſſuming, and to meddle in 
131.1. Matters which were 00 high for them. 


— 


They ape proud of their little Know- 


ledge; which they would not be of great: 


- 


4 
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more ſenſible he is of What he does not 
know. And therefore Feſtus Was miſta- 
Acts 26. ken in his Reffect ion upon St. Paul: Mach 


Learning ſeldom makes a Man mad; a Little 
often does. And hence it is that thoſe 


impious Books which are publiſhed againſt 
Religion, are generally written by Smat- 


| terers in Science, who have juſt enough 


. to diſplay their want of it, to the greater 


Advantage; juſt enough to enable them 


to Cavil, and raiſe ſmall Objections (the 


-  'Trifler to do) Objections, from whict 


Tor the Fre eneſs_of their Mit. 
tells us, that they are 


For the more a Man truly knows, the | 
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no Moral Truth requiring Proof, can 
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; Sit FR Fic ho' it "IP Able four 
upon Demonſtration: : And ſo they Tri- . 
umph for a few Days, till a Perſon of 
real Tl earning comes upon them, and ex- 
poſes to publick Scorn the miſerable Fol. 1 
Ip and Ignorance, as well as Prophane- „„ 
5 neſs and Blaſphemy of their boaſted Ar- ol 
uments. Of which we have very lately, Phile. 
bad * ſuch an Inſtance, as was fcarce leuthern- 

ever ſeen in the World before. The Lipſtenſa. 
other Epithet which the Aj poſtle joins 

With the former, 18 Onftibhe. _ - Such 
| Perſons are always Sceptical 21d Cap- 
tious; doubtful and uncertain; of a flat- + 

tering and volatile Temper; catching 
at every Thing, and adhering to No- 
thing Which proceeds from a great De- 

feet of good Senſe, Learning, and Reli- 
gion. From the plain rds „ 
Apoſtle then may be gathered this Pro—- 
poſition; That thus to wreſt difficalt Points, 
i an Arg ument of Ignorance and Inſtability. 
And this Propoſition will be abundant- 
ly made out, after we ſhall have fully - 
5 OO. the Three following Farticd. 
no ars. . 2 

n Phat the an Proofs and Sebſtäll 
4 of Religion are ſufficiently plain; and 
that the Difficulties of it are not near * 
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175 really i in it, are no 9 inner of A ume 5 
againſt it. And, 


db 1 85 there are very good Reaſons 
iven why there ſhould be ſome 


oy . Dicken ties in eee and that they 
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are ſo far from being an Argument a- 
: N ts, Gat. e are a pee n 
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tt theſe Three | A 11 * = 
ety made out; all Obje&ions drawn 


1 from the Things hard: to be iti e: wall 


be cut up by the Roots, and the very 
7 rs of, A en irely- eee 


In che Firſt Place then I am — 
ew, That the main Proofs and Sub- 

ſtance of our Religion are ſufficiently 
plain, and that the Difficulties of it are 
not near ſo many, nor ſo conſiderable, as 
ſome pretend. The Being of God is 
Matter of clear TW", eg ; and the 
miſerable Abſurdity and Madneſs of all 


5 the Cavils againſt it has been ſo expoſed, 


that nothing in the World ever ! 
more Ridiculous. Then for the Truth 
of revealed Religion; 3: that Working by 
the Power of God is an evident Proof 05 
a Commiſſion from him, is a Propoſition 
Which it Toit . no Proof: That in- 
N numerable 


5 5 — 
© i Bs i „ ws 


ERS 


num 8 Micke were te by bare 46 
 _ Ghtifſt, and his Apoſtles, is Matter of 
plain Fact, and of human Faith, ſupport- 
_ ed by as much, nay far more Evidence, 
than any other Point of Hiſtory at that 
diſtance of Time; which yet was never 
denied, or ſo much as queſtioned by any 
body. The ſtanding Proofs-of it, as the 
| wonderfal Propagation of the Goſpel, te 
Fulfilling of our Saviour's Propheſies i in 
the Deſtruct ion of Jeruſalem, and the 
Diſperſion of the Jews, who at this „„ 
are Witneſſes of that very Religion which OL 
they deny, are. i plain and maniteſt, 
that they are not capable of any Diſpute. 
As are likewiſe the wonderful Agreement 
between the Old and New Feſtament, 
which, like a Pair of Indentures, anſwer 
to each other; and the Genuineneſs of 
Thoſe Books which are aſcribed to the 8a. 
cred Writers. The Fall of Man, and the 
Original Corruption of Human Nature; 
the Redemption of Mankind By Jeſus | 
Chriſt; the Doctrines of the Trinity, and 
Incarnation; and all the Rules of Vertue 
and good Living, are as plainly laid down 
as Words can expreſs. Nor are there 
any Difficulties, which can with any to- 
Jerable Reaſon be pretended to overthrow 
5 Foundation of theſe Doctrines. For 
| n ole We ed not underſtand the Manner 
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u. Things Themſelves are as expreſly deli- 
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vered, as Words can convey Things to 
us: That it is ſo, is directly revealed; If 
it be asked, Hom it is ſo? The Anſwer. 
z ready, THAT is not revealed. All 
that we are required to believe, is plain 
enough; for the reſt, viz. the Manner, as 
T̃:̃ js not revealed, fo our Faith is not re- 
Aauired concerning it. And where is the 


o 


mighty Hardſhip of all This? That there 
 _ 6, that there can be, but one| God, 
we can demonſtrate by Reaſon : That 
the Father, Son, and Holy : Ghoſt are 
God, we can prove from Revelation; 
from whence it follows, that Thoſe Three 
are That One God. Suppoſe in another 
Inſtance, that there are Difficulties about 
the Fall of Man, and Original Sin (which 
indeed are by much the greateſt Diffi- 
culties in all the Scriptures) and about 
Poreknowledge in God compared with 
Pree-will in our ſelves: That our Na- 
teure is miſerably Corrupt, is but too fad- 
Illy manifeſt by Experience: That the 
Dooctrines I juſt now mentioned are true, 
is moſt certain, becauſe we can prove 
them from the Scriptures ;, which we 
can prove to be divinely Inpired. One 
thing we may be ſure of, and that ought 
do ſatisfy us; that by the ans” 
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b God; He cannot be Un uft, however un- Diſcourſ 
55 accountable theſe Thing s may 1 1 
to our ſhallow Underfiandin f his Pin. 368. [28 
= Judgment be a great Deep, yet of . 
I tice flandeth like The Pong; Mountains; ane 4 
tho Clouds and Darkneſs are round about bim, Plal.97.> | 
yet Righteouſneſs and Equity are the Habite= | 
lian of his Seat. It is enough for us that 
we are ſure a Remedy is prepared for 
this Diſtemper, that Means are provided  _. 
to rectify our corrupt Nature; and ij 
2 5 not 7 them, it is our own. 3 
But herb it is carefallyit to be aller ed; 

8 that E Difficulties, as they are managed, 
are of ſeveral Sorts. 1. Thoſe which are 
really Nothing in themſelves, but owe  ' | 
all their Force'to the Follies and Thou t- „„ 
 Teſmeſs of thoſe who male them, Thus 
for Example; They are extreamly ſran- „„ 
daliz d at the Variaas Opinions which there 
are in Religion; never conſidering, that 
the main Proofs and Subſtance of it, as e 
Thave ſhewn, are abundantly. plain, and 3 
agreed in; and belides, that, there is 
moſt cert inly ſuch a Thing as Truth in So 
the World, tho' there may be ag --Þ 
Falſhood and Prejudice. They are more. 
over exceedin Saaten offended at the il Lives _ 
2 of. Woe * Tg ns, and ie ſome 


AR een Srumbling- Block. likewiſe 18 | 
| ſider, 1. That a great part of what is 


if they would but con- 


here alledged is not true in Fact; and hy 


ſuch Perſons would reflect more upon 
their own Lives, and leſs upon other 
Peoples. And, 2. If it were all true, 
yet the Violation Sr 
' Law is by no means an Argument 

againſt T hat Law. Further, they ave 


aan, 058 be, 


did they but once refle} (as they may 


as often as they pleaſe): that. were there 


not ſome Tenets Propagated which are 
Falſe, the Chriſtian Religion Would not 
be True. er it is in N. Places. ar 


ſhould be Apo, Fate. Proplees,” and 


Heraſtes So far are theſe Things 


from being 


2 3 i. To gwe ane other In- 
h Perſans as theſe 


which ä gh che way, 01 


; { N * 


ſtance e ee 
„ Grays ons about the Stare and 
Cuanditian of the Jews, Pagans, N 20. 
metans, and all other Sorts of Iofidels; 


—_ es makes 


| 35h the Way, it would be much better. 2 


ranſgreſſion of a 


1 ggered at Hereſies , and Heterodox - 


an Objection agaiaſt Chri- 
ſtianity, W ce a direct Confirma :- 
tion of it, even, While they are intended 


— 
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n en little 83 t | l 
_ themſelves. Whereas, did: Po but. del 
ver 1o:little-refleQ,,. they would ſoon: be 


ſenſihle that this Enquiry is the 1 Z 


ot the World the moſt Vain an 


For beſides, chat it appears from Rea» = 
ſon and Scripture, that all Perſons, in- 


vincibly ignorant of Chriſtianity, will 
be judged by That Law which they 
have; and tho' the heſt of them can lay 


0 Claim to the Salvation of the Goſpel, 8 


ing not included in the Covenant of 
Chritt; yet the Merits of that Chriſt 


Will Fe ſo far extended even ta Them 


who know him not, as that they ſhall be 
Rewarded for living up to 1 DiQates 


of their Conſciences, a pag. the-beſt of their 
tho th | 


N I ſay, 


* . % us? We know, eur v7 
_  Diſpenſation, and our om Duty; let us 
ſtick to That; and for the Caſe _ others, 
let us ave it to Him, Who made both 


1s is ahundant· 


* and Them. Sure we are, that 5 pe] 
alt of 


born, under the .Goſj pel, in them 
the cleareſt. Light, _ to be included in 


the Covenant of Grace, is the greateſt 


F Privilege ima ginahle: But after This, 


to enquire 1 into the Caſe of Or 


thers,...is Juſt 48 rea ſona ble, as I 4 Fa- 


probable; yet Whether it be, r no, 


a ſourite u * exaroſied i 0 


Her + 7 : Wh, } | In- 


© fad of C ing th eh ö lend he Hil Tune 8 
i enquiring after anothef Man s Inſtru⸗ | 
3 Gions, which he has nothin at all to do 
wich. Could any of us peak to our 
Bleſſed Saviour Himſelf, yk 5 pointing to 
2 Heathen ſtanding by, ask Our Saviour 
in the Language of St. Perer upon another 
Occa Ne Lord, and what (ball this Man do? 
ow erly would the ſame Answer fi 


' 1 Tn tr Gies 55 0 
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. I 


— — — 


tou mee 8 properly; 7 ſay, would 
that Anſwer fit ki +; Were it not that Log 
deſerded àa much ſeverer ? * ol 
Ah, Another ſort of Diffeulties are 4 
Thoſe which are really Conſiderable, but 
yet very _ of being Explained by In- 
Tully, ad leite "bf theſe there 
are Ar vi both in Points of Do- 
Etrine, and in T exts of Scripture : They 
are hard 16 be underſtood ; but ſtill they are 
capable of being underſtood.” It is true, 
ttmey are difficult: And ſo are all Lan- 
5 ö 10m Arts and Sciences, all Trades 
_  and'iProfefſſions, before they are karnt; 
but chen they may be learnt ; and aftu- 
ally are ſo by thoſe ho diligently 
apply theinſelves to the Study of them. 
| —_— er nothing is more common than 
b hoſe who are not Versd in theſe 


5 e ito. m 1 raſh Cenſures upon 


3 


1 — 


. 22 Both; they ac 


hee. P 


bes the blame of the-V ices and Follies | 


of thoſe who read them, WI 


a the Diſcoveries which have been 


made by learned Divines in Interpreting 
the abſtruſe and ſeemingly inexplicable 


Places of Holy Seripture, are wonderful | 
and aſteniſhing “ Many Things which 


ſoemed impoſſible to he ũnderſtobd, have 
been made as clear as the Sun at Noon- 
day; and gradual Diſcoyeries have beer 
nin different Ages, and ſtill are made ER 

them, ſome by one, and ſome by ane- 
ther; not only in the darkeſt Parts of 
St. Pals Epiſtles here mentione 


the Old ind New Teſtament, both ast 
Points f Doctrine, N re tr” 295 
to the Hiſtory of r 1 

pheſies of Things to come. ; o give an 
Inſtance or two out of many: T he Ac. 
count of the Seventy Weeks revealed- 
by the Angel to Daniel, with relation to 


b Time of the Me date has been i 


ned one of the moſt obſ obſcu cure le g 
PE Tet AUT 


of I or 1421. 
equieſce in Heir 

own 1; D excuſe it alledge, 
it? ces are iliconſiſtent or un- 

ligible; and ſo the Seriptures muſt 


by St. 
Peter, but 3 all the other Books both of 


8 


— 


moſt. Learned . — own Chur 
- Nay it is very obſervable, That even that 
ſo mach defpair'd-of Book, the Revela- 
tion, tho it is Embarraſd with Diffi- 
e not Vet eee for, yet con 


many Thing plain Prophe 
* at 7 Fang fullilled, as 
ed. | The great Dragon: that, Per. 
— JECUTEU the Woman with her C Child, the 
Flood that he caſt out of his Mouth after 
1 the other Woman of a different Cha- 
— mire who. was drunk with, the Bloo 
of che Saints, ccc. are; ma Wb Prediti- 
-the great » * tion and x 
Som the Church; of che Deinge | 
reſies and other Corruptions woah a aver- 
Tad: it, of the Inundation of Arria- 
niſm, Mahometaniſm, and Popery, and 
of the cruel Perſeeutions which, the true 
- Diſciples of Chriſt ha ve under ent, part- 
from Heathens, and partly — falſe 
Z Chriſtians,” 8 * 3 SS pe 
the Tim permit ; cf e Nane of "hs 
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it to be wonderec that G 
Are above ours? If. Tas W 
the Lee e 
moſt. 4m 175 fect... rr cy x 
_ Tible* Objeas, which continual 
fore us; How. is it pofſible-t 
be A With the dee nile 
which TO. gets, them ſe Is | 


wig, . 


3 28 * The 
tlie Underſtandings 


P thy ering, 15 
ſttekious, ſince they belong 155 
2 Nature; which is in ik ſe 


alig Tl more 


14 %. > ns 


as 9 07 7 W 
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even ſetting aſide thoſe Dockrines 
would have been fo, if thoſe Do 
had never been revealed: ? For 55 
Willing ask the Man HO d 9 15 pd 

: Ws; NO N 2 750 of Three Perſons, in 
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and's the Cauſèe ever Ea 
{lf 2 I would: ask ſuch 4 "Mas , 105 5 
Wherter de lh underſtands theſe Things; 
SER ertts he 
.be fo very le, Ai. 
F te? "And yet that TOES ISe 
that there e 76 40 15 inite eternal Be- 
ng; or ther could never. have been ny, 
Being at äll, : 
tion; Which! mange F thole who deny "the - 


Trinity do! readily” acknowledge: tho?” 

they altogether as little compritiend rhe 

Manner of tlie one, as of the other. That 
we demonſtrate by Reaſon; - 


there is A Go 
but Flom He is we know not: That There 
is 4 Tinit) we prove from Scripture; but 
How it it we know not: And why the 
latter ſhould involye more Abſurdity or. 
Difficulty, than the former, I am not able 
"comprehend. Upon the fame Foun- 
dation” then that t ey deny the Three 
Perſons, they may as. well deny the 
One God; there is the ſame Reaſon for 
E that” is to bay, no Reaſon for „ 
. „ 
IM theſe Points ſhetefare of in Trini- 
y ande Tncarnation, the Subject is the 
N Auto of God; which in all Views will . 
R „ 
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1 Ties, yn they; and why not o 
. 7 5 25 
the Pate ? We Anſwer; 1½ Be 
the one is very e the ntly and pla ii 
| vealed in Scripture, 
_ 2db, Becauſe the one! is not contradictory 
_ Either to Reaſon, or our Senſes; the other 
B contradictory to both. In the 


of the Trinity it is not ſaid that 1 
4 15 Oe, eak1 


| Respect: dk that Three Perſons are 
One Perſon, or Three Gods One God.; 


_ which would be a Contradiction inde 
but that Three Perſons are One Ge 


(which is the ſame, tho more vlaigly 


expreſſed) that in the e of 5 God- 
| head Three Perſons _ included ; W 


A Bee of Bread * * NOT Boe 
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kiation, | as: well as 
5 re- 
e other not at all. 
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g of the ſame Thing, or 
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ſwer which more particularly 
our preſent Purpoſe is This: In the latter 
Inſtance, the Subject before us is not only 
a2 Finite Being, but an Object of our 
Senſes; the out ward Qualities of which 
we ſo plainly perceive and know, that 
if we cannot be ſure of theſe Things we 
can be ſure of Nothing; but in the for- 
mer, the Subject of our 'T houghts is the 
Nature of Got, which, let us take it 
how we will, is Infinite; Inviſible, and 


but not πνοẽ, q 


| 7 6} r Places, n na all vera 


World at the fame time. But the An- 


relates to 


Incomprehenſible; and gen” it is 


no wonder there ſhould be een ä 
di on *- ning ir. 7 | 
Muſt we not then een, what we 
believe ? I Anſwer ; It is neceſſary to- _ 
Prebend it, but not to comprehend it; 


in other Words, to know Something of it, 


under tand. And to believe a Thing u 


Gochs Word, tho? we do not E : 
_ underſtand i it; is ſofar from being a Hard- 
ſhip us, that we continually yield 
ſuch an Aſſent to one another. In all 
1 Arts and Sciences, nothing is 
1 . Ee. Oy more 
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ü For if the latter 
Wers neceſſary, it would follow that we 
know. Nothing : There being nothing in 
Nature (as I above obſerved) that we Jah 
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— ce ends 
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ES to ,'be Skilled. in Thoſe Tx their 
Authority we are Dd — that ſuch a 


particular Point is as They ſay; tho? we 


our ſelves are not able to ane and 2d N 


not clearly underſtand it. 
But ſtill it is urged that we W at 


leaſt to underſtand: the Terms of the Pro- 


poſition to Which we aſſent: And. fo 


- we do; as well in this Caſe, as in in 
many others; not only in. Philoſophy, 
but in Things of a leſs abſtracted Na- 
ture. The Words, One and Three, it is 


to be hoped, are plain enough; nor is 


the Term God more difficult dere than 
any where elſe: The main Quarrel there- 


fore is at the Word Perſon; which indeed 


has been the Subject of much imperti- 


nent Cavilling. 21 yet let any Man 


ſincerely ask himſelf, whether he has not 


as clear an Idea annexed: to that Word, 


as to many others which he continually 
uſes not only in the Sciences, but in oom- 
mon Diſcourſe? I ſay, as clear : For it 


is not pretended that it is entirely ſo But 


then That Doctrine which has been ad- 
vanced by ſome, that we cannot rational- 
ly aſſent to any Thing, unleſs our Ideas 
are perfectly clear, adequate, and di- 
ee a moſt n Aﬀſertion, as ap- 


. 


— 7 : 


„V wok 
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Wan 
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by 
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_their-own Minds: which will inform 


them that they yield an Aſent;'and that 
a moſt reaſonable one too, even when 
their Notions are confuſed, inadequate, 
and obſcure; and indeed ifi it were other- 
wife, it would follow that we can re 
8 Nothing, unleſs we knew All Things. 
The Reaſon wWwhy we make 
V ord: Perſon in this Arti 
is à very plain one; viz. becauſe Per- 
ſonal Attributes are in Scripture perpe- 
tually aſcribed to the Father, Son, ank 
| _ Ghoſt diſtioQly ; and dens That 
very Word is uſed upon this Occaſion by 
the inſpired Writer; who ſtiles the Son 
the Bri ghineſs of his Fathers Gl o, and the) Heb. "TI 


ce uſe of t 
rticle of our tens 


reſs Image of his PERSON. © 


= The Truth is, it may very well bend 
mired that theſe Doctrines of the Tri- 
nity and Incarnation have in all A es 
of the Goſpel embroiled the Chriſtian 
World ſo much as they have done: When 
in reality there is, with reſpect to our 
Faith, no material Difficulty about them. 
I ſay with reſpect: to our Faith; For that 
they are Hard, nay by us. impoſſible to' be 


explained, we readily acknowledge. But 


that ecken explain a Doctrine, is one 
thin; 3 that We cannot rationaly. believe. ir. dy 


_ pears by Exp 3 all. who' reflect 52888 fe 
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we Beef And Suk my Gi 
2? and HAT we believe, yet we 

N may fully underſtand H we believe. 

„ And That is the very Caſe now be- 

Pt _ PE np we eee as 

ex erted in 1ptures, as 

any —— in them; and that we do not 
throughly COL preheud them, 18 no Ob. = 
e becauſe (as x — before) 
common Intercourſe amon ne 


0 even pr Human Teſtimony, which we 
do not underſtand ; and it is very hard 
I God's Word will not 8⁰ an far with us, 
+ as Man's, . 5 
© ie: I. are the. Doftr ines we has been 
wcConſidering, pure ulative, as our 
Eid or 4 —— 8 to call them: 
Tbo' if they were, That would be . 
— to the purpoſe, ſince they are revealed 
| _ by God as the Objects of our Faith; 
ald if it be His Pleaſure that we believe 
ſome Things of a Speculative Nature, 
how dare we difpute it? But beſides, ! 
tay, theſe Points are not pure] Specu- 
Asative; they are in a great meaſure Pra- 
a ctical; 3. They have a direct relation to 5 
dur Practice, and if they have not as di- 8 
rect an Iafluence upon it, the Fault is | 
dur own. From them we may prove | 
ini te * * and God's 74 
| irre- | 


— — — oe — — — 
- 
* , * 
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> Aer "imaginable, I know: not; what" to 


- than That ef His 


| E22 \Prapitk 


1 & with our Haman, could ſatisfy 

his Juſtice, and put us in a Capacity of 
Salvation; and if this be not a practical 
Foint, and that top of the utmoſt Moe 


call fe ea 
Le dill weare, told by forne, that the. 
| rare 5 have Souls to. be ved, as 
wallias4þ e Lan; and therefore if hate 
Things were neceſlary to be believed, 
: by e be plain and 440 to the mean 
Gapacrty. i Thiß they frequently urge; 
aud they may witk juſt the ame Realon 
"nf upon jm: that all Men ought to 


he born Mathematieians, Philoſophers, 


Lawyers; and Stateſmen, as well as Di- 
vines. The meaneſt- Capacities, if they: 
| paſs, ought to be, and may be wftraied 


in every Thing they are concerned to 


| know:; 


but it is not | neceſſary they 


ſhould. know it of themſelves; or if they _ 
did, L believe there would be no great 


ſt Capacity, 
and the greateſt. I hey are to be taught, | 


difference between the-meanc 


if they 1 db there is à particular 
Order Gf M apart by Almight 
5 God eoach them; and that ſure is ſuf· 


£333 | 5 ficient; 9 | \ 
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4 Chriſtianity is in no part Myfterisus ? | 
and yet we have ſhewn, that every "Th 4 


| 15 we 
8 2 i el * 1s n B at | 
But Ai all that Hai been, er ig, 
be ſaid; ; ſome will inſiſt upon i, it, that 


elſe is ſo in ſome reſpect or other; and 
why Religion alone ſhould'be excepred, y 
z it ſelf a Myſtery. The Truth is, thoſe" 
Men who are fo irreconcileable to: theſe” 
difficult Doctrines, make the | 


LE general. ten times more difficult! 


; oe Myſtery 'of the Whole For in Faith, 
aud ſwallow a Camel: Which indeed is the 


than thoſe Doctyinss: By denying 'all-Myv 
Reries in any Part, they make an entire 


well as Practice, we may train at 4 Gut þ 


Qaſe of the Perſons of whom we are now 


ſpeaking. They cannot admit of the 
Trinity and Incarnation ; tho) aſſerted in 
N ure over and over, , asplain as Words 
e ſpoken: and tho? (as I aid) thoſe. 
Points relate to the Divine Nature, which 
it ſelf is incomprehenſible. But they can 
digeſt. a Thouſand groſs A blurdities 1 yo 
expounding away tlie p ag of 
the many Texts in whichs thoſe Points 
are delivered: They have np Notion 
rtr oe 
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Ee. . Tias, Riche Bible "A "INN Diſcourſs | 
| rated to be the Word of God; which _ 1 . . | 
thels © Ode kes dener in the leaf dit: SW | 
prove; it being already ſhewn at large 
min this "Head, the Divine Authority 

ol the Scriptures: being: once eſtabli 
the Difficulties thay © contain are no Ar- 

CE EI, 
Wed be ſome Olifeurittes an Religion. 2 
E they are ſo far from an Argus 
—— it, that they are a Confir- 
mation of it. : Which was the Third and 
EFaſt Thing I propoſed to conſides 3 5 
this Third. General Head. ell E 

And here we mult premiſe this:0 
Obſervation; ; that we'might be ve . — 
ſatisſied about theſe: Matters, even the? 
ve cauld not anyway account;foruhem; 
| becauſe God has moſt certainly: a Reaſon 
an He dom and fan ww] Fee can 
alſign one, o nt. 38978 825 A 

But beſides, we can ia ig 
3 the Difficulties I am 
ſing of; Among which I Tum di 
bur theſe Four; v1z< eee 
ties are of great Uſe: ee 5 
I.: To try our Fai tn. SR 

2. To mortify our Nani, h 
94350 o engage our Reverence. 408, 
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then it Ac melt 1026 onable. 
ag be ce W chat re bond | 


8. e to dete 5 


Gods Want whur we not perfectly under» 
ſtand. This howexet:is fome' degree! of 
"Br Broog:iSaitic- fort of Refgnatien to the 
: Wielom aud Authority of God; tho? it 


much Herrue ingięlding our Aſſent, 
It, :: OST © 235.4 FM 3 4 11 220 
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_ © are of great uſe'to Mortify our Vanity; | 
9s. 4 do nt mom mind that wei art but Men, and 
: that dy een our. finite and: Ii | 


mited (Apacities lit ig impoſſible we 
| "ſhoitld{uaderftand' tl Things. In this 
Lreſpect therefore God deals with us as 

He Weng with his People of old: Abe 
Glom of the Lord uppeurs, but ſtill it is in 
4 Claad; in ſome meaſure, I mean, tho? 
not ſo mug neee _ He 
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 ſhews us both the. bright and the dark Diſcourſe 
- fide of Things; the one to inſtruc, and , Ay bi 
the other to humble us. We knew enough 2 Tim. 
to make us Wiſe unto Salvation, and ſo have 3: 15. 
no reaſon to complain; and are ignorant of 
enough to make us reflect upon our Weak- 
eſs, and ſo have no reaſon to be proud. 
And ſure it is moſt rational that it ſhould 
be ſo; nay impoſſible it ſhould be other- 
wiſe, unleſs we would ſuppoſe ' Men to . 
be Gods; or as Gods, knowing Good and Gen. 3 3. 
Evil, meaning All of Both. Whereas, in 
Truth, the only way to know Good and 
Evil, really, properly, and as we ſhould 
do, in order to our Happineſs; is not to 
pretend to be as Gods, or, in other Words, 
to be Qaniſciene, mme. 
3. Theſe Obſcurities in Religion and 
the Scriptures, are of uſe to engage our 
Reverence. This indeed, according to 
the Nature of the Thing, may ſeem ſuper- 
fluous; For ſince theſe Oracles are Di- 
vine, that Conſideration alone may ap- 
pear ſufficient to excite our Veneration: 
| But according to the Nature of our ſelves, - 
| which is Corrupt and Degenerate, all 
Means are few enough to make us Ver- 
tuous; and ſmall ones have ſometimes 
more influence upon us than great ones. 
> The darkeſt Part therefore of Religion 
may ſerve to engage our Reverence to 
the Whole: As Temples were anciently 
oy i © built 


Des buitr ; in 3 fe 1 1 were 


r 


ich I named, is to engage our Stud) 
* 8 


map the greateſt part, are (as I obſerved) 
very capable of being explained, and 
„ n ee, by Labour and Applica- 


any Temples at all, Groves were the 
Places of Divine Worſhip ; that their 
Shade and Gloomineſs might ſtrike a Re- 
ligious Awe, or a kind of Sacred Horror 
into the Worſhippers. And we all know 
that nothing excites , our Reverence to 
Sovereign Princes, more than this Con- 
ſideration, that tho” their Majeſty in part 
is viſible to us, yet it is partly concealed ; 
and tho' ſome of their Counſels are dif- 
covered to us, (as much as is needful for 
us. to know, with regard to our Duty 
and Obedience) yet others are kept Se- 
*.cret; and it would be the utmoſt Folly 
and Preſumption i in us to be Curious or 
Inquiſitive concerning them. 


4. The laſt Uſe of theſe Difficulties 


Attention. For very many of them, 


tion: and even Thoſe which are not are 
the proper Subjects of our Study; tho 
not to explain them, yet to conſider What, 
and how much we are required to be- 
lieve concerning them. And can any 
Thing be more rea ſonable, than that the 
Oracles of God, tho ſufficiently clear in 
the main, ſhould be fo difficult and ob- 
Ow as to Korg: our Minds eargelt and 
intent 


2 — in ani, to if th Rom Dice | 
2 nding, to employ our Ill. 
Induſtry in Searching the Scriptures; the © 

| Diſcoveries which we make more than 
rewarding the Pains, we beſtow in our 
Search after tem? 

Te theſe. Realbns, which are very 
plain, might be added another, as (at 
Feat) highly probable ; vi. That on 
Things in the inſpired Writings are hid- 
den from us here on Farth, that we m ay 
have the Pleaſure and Happineſs of d 
covering them in Heaven. This is ex- 
tremely Congruous in its own Nature, 
and agreeable to the conſtant Method 
and Tenour of God's Proceeding with 
the Children of Men : which has always 
been to make gradual Manifeſtations of 

Himſelf; as he did firſt to the ancient 

Patriarch by his Revelations and Pre- 

before the Flood ; then, to the 

Pools of the Jews, by the Law and the 

Prophets; and laſtly, to all Mankind, by 
the more glorious Light of the Goſpel. . 
That there ſhould be theſe Difficulties- - 
therefore being upon all theſe Accounts 

ſo agreeable to Reaſon ; they are ſo far 
from being an Argument againſt our 
Religion, that they are'a Cohifirmat ion of 
it: which was what Tundertook to prove. 

IV. I proceed now, in the Fourth Place, 

to 2 8855 upon . of the I 
2 . 0 


* 


Jy 


II. 


» . 5 


John 3. 
| 79. 


Apoſtle; That they wreſt theſe Difficul- 


ties to their own Deſtruction, and are wicked 
as well 2s in fo d. 


Our Bleſſed Saviour obſerves, that Men 
love Darkneſs rather than Light, becauſe their 
Deeds are Evil. In purſuance of which 


Remark we may take Notice, that they 


love Doubts rather than Certainty ; be- 


| cauſe their Wills are perverſe, and their 


Underſtandings confuſed. What can be 
more Fooliſh, than to chuſe to be always 


tottering, when it is in our own Power to 


ſtand upon firm Ground? I ſay it is in 


Religion are ien 


ſelves with the inſcrutable Things of God | 
whoſe Nature is incomprehenſible, whoſe 
Judgments are unſearchable, and whoſe 


our own Power ; for (as I have fully 
Mew) the main Proofs and Points of 
plain; and upon 
them we may inſiſt, if we think fit; nor 
is there any Occaſion of tormenting our 


Ways are paſt finding out. What, Folly 


to make our Heads giddy by ſhiver ing 


upon Precepices, and looking down into 
the Ocean; when we may, if we pleaſe, 
Walk upon an even Surface with Safety 


and Delight? We ma, nay we ought, to 
enquire; but (let it be into Things which 
we are capable of underſtanding; not in- 


to Points, of which we are ſure we can 
never be ſatisfied. We may attempt to 
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fathom Depths; but let them not be ſuch Diſcourſs 
as we are certain exceed the Length of II 
our Line; we may endeavour to explain 
Difficulties; but not Thoſe which by the ' 
Nature of the Things compared with 
our Underſtandings, we may know to be 
- inexplicable. Nor is it at all difficult to 
know which are ſo, and which are not. 
One Rule we may take for Infallible ; 
That whenever Infinite is the Object of our 
Speculations, we may depend upon it our 
| Reſearches are vain, and our Satisfa- 
ction impoſſible. Thus, for Example, it 
always will be; when we enquire.into the 
_ abſtracted Nature of God, the Trinity, 
Incarnation, eternal Foreknowledge, Pre- 
deſtination, and Election. We ought to 
enquire diligently ; but let it be for ſome- 
thing which conduces to our Happineſs, 
not for Science falſely ſo called: We 
ought to dig deep; but not for Clay, or 
Pebbles, but for Gold, or Jewels; and 
that too in a Place where there is a pro- 
bable Proſpect of finding them. But to 
cut Rocks, and dig through the Heart 
of Marble, merely becauſe it is difficult, 
and when we are not like to be Gainers 
by our Labour, is monſtrouſly Fooliſh 
and Unreaſonable. To conſider the Situa- 
tion of ſuch a bold Enquirer's Mind, is 
of it {elf ſufficient to deter every think- 
. F 3 ing 


, 
” — * 1 RED N 9 * * 8 Nn 1 des T , ITE 0 8 c ä , ä 2 
& n n + 7 n - 3 E ILSS e * * "Wy % * N o * n * N "oy — 
% 6 yy S- 4 * . : o : : y APR : MS 5 ) : . N * * * 
n N * . : , = An. 4 g 5 N WES 9 F * 
< ” — \ * 7 8 I x ; $ 
* ” - p 4» H 9 1 4 « * 
N , 8 ” — — Ni Ee / 
F : F - K ; ; A * $ 
4 - a 86. þ : 5 : ; N 
* K 6 Le le b T 4 ** - 
s 4 a ” * 2 : . —_ — 0 . f 
— y » * . 5 8. " 
* N 47 7 1 
£ ; | * * 
* d J 1 L 2 . 
o . "— 4 1 3 hy * 
f 5 * / Iv 
» . 15 L * * 
4 g * 


* 


< 
—_ 


CR — — VILA Lge ery Re _-- 
k is 3 = 
83 4 * 
» . 
* 
1 


and intangled in the Briers and Thorns 
of hard Queſtions, in the intricate Mazes 


Diſcourſe ing Perſon from being one of the Num- 

II ber. The Vexation and uneaſineſs of it 
is inexpreſſible. Such a Man inſtead of 
Walking in the ſmooth flowry Paths of 
Vertuey which are the plain Doctrines 


and Duty of Religion, is ever hampered 


and Labyrinths of Diſpute. How fool- 


iſh is it thus to neglect the eaſy and ob- 


vious Means of Salvation, to amuſe our 
ſelves with the difficult and inexplicable 
Points of Chriſtianity ; when we are on 


every ſide encompaſſed with ſuch Dan- 
gers, as demand our utmoſt Care and Vi- 

gilance to avoid them. This is juſt as if 
a Man in a Tempeſt at Sea ſhould, in- 
ſtead of uſing the neceſfary Means to 
_ fave his Life, entertain himſelf and the 
Company by gravely Philoſophizing up- 


on the Nature of Winds and Hurricans; 


Which after all too with his utmoſt Sa- 
gacity he is not able to explain. And 


this leads us to conſider further the ex- 
ceeding Guilt, Folly, and Danger of the 
Speculation I am diſcourſing of, with re- 
ſpect to our everlaſting Intereſt in ano- 


r 


This will abundantly appear, if we do 
but reflect upon the Cauſes from whence 


It proceeds: Which are either Pride and 


- Obſti- 
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general; or at beſt, a light, petulant, and II.. 
1 . c Tem One, and indeed 
the chief Parent of Hereſies and Hetero- 
doxy, is Pride; That peculiar, and moſt 
_ diſtinguiſhing Quality of the Devil; that 
Quality which was the original Cauſe of 
| his Apoſtaſy and Deſtruktion. Vain- 
glory, and a mighty Opinion of their 
own Self. ſufficiency puts Men upon the 
Folly of being * to be thought 
Diſcoverers and Inventers of ſome new 
Thing; Men above the common Level, 
of a more raiſed and penetrating Genius 
than ordinary. Thus the firſt Heretick, 
Simon Magus, gave out that himſelf was 
ſome great one: And his Succeſſors in all Aas 8. 9. 
Ages have generally proceeded upon the 
ſame Principle. Now the difficult and 
obſcure Places of Scripture are always 
the Ground for theſe Impoſtors to act = 
that part upon. Like Witches, and DB. 
mons, they love the Dark; and like them 22 
too, if they continue obſtinate, will meet 
with their Reward in outer Darkneſs. = 
As for thoſe, who wreſt the Things hard I 
to be underſtood, out of ill will to Re- 
ligion in general; the Caſe is ſo very =_ 
plain, and their Guilt ſo horrid, that Ft 
there is no Occaſion of inſiſting upon it. 1 | 
But to put it at the loweſt, even Thole Az 
„ Fi 
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Diſcourſe in whom it proceeds from a light, capri- 
I. cious, and petulant Temper, are in very 


great Danger ; and even in Them it has 
a tendency to fatal Conſequences. It un- 
_ ſettles the Underſtanding, leads to a Va- 
riety of Errors, falſe Doctrines, and dam- 
nable Hereſies; and unfixes the common 
Principles even of Religion in general. 
This is ſo plain from what has been faid, 
that we need not enlarge upon the Con- 
ſideration of it. The Influence and Im- 
portance of Faith is ſufficiently known; 


and how the Folly I am diſcourſing of 


tends to weaken our Faith, is no leſs 
evident. I proceed therefore in the _ 
V. Fifth and laſt Place to enforce the 
Exhortat ion of the Apoſtle; that we may 
not be led away by this Error of the 
Wicked, or fall from our own Stedfaſtneſs. 
It is Matter of common Obſervation, as 
Well as agreeable to Reaſon, and the Na- 
ture of Things, that Thoſe who have de- 
ceived themſelves, are always apt to de- 
ceive others: And the Difficulties and 
Obſcurities of Religion are the main Ar- 
gument they inſiſt upon. How weak, 
* abſurd, and irrational that Argument is, 
1 have abundantly ſhewn in this Dif- 
courſe. What remains, is to. caution 
Thoſe who are in danger of being delu- 
ded by it. And here it is to be A 
2 has ae” = 
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that ſome even well -· diſpoſed Perſons are Picouſſe 
apt to paſs raſh Cenſures upon the ob- I. 
ſecure Places of Scripture, and to talk SWY 
very fooliſhly, if not profanely, upon 
theſe Occaſions: Which in Them pro- 
ceeds purely from Thoughtleſneſs, and 
want of Conſideration. Let ſuch be 
Warned to reflect upon the dangerous 
Tendency of that Folly, as I have large- 
ly treated of it: And let: Thoſe who 
are at the fartheſt diſtance from it, take 
the Advice of the Apoſtle in my Text; 
| Seeing they know theſe Thengs before, let them 
beware leſt they alſo being led away by the Error 
of the Wicked, fall from their own Stedfaſtneſs. 
Which laſt Expreſſion is very Emphati- 
_ cally and very properly oppoſed to the 
Word Uzſtable in the former Part of the 
Text. The Tendency of thus amuſing 
our ſelves with Things hard to be under- 
ſtood, is (as we have obſerved) to un- 
ſettle our Minds, and to poffeſs them 
with a Habit of Levity and Trifling : 
And of what Importance it is to ac 
upon a Scheme of fixed and- ſettled Prin- 
ciples, how pernicious and deſtructive 
to be in a Maze of confuſed Ideas, with- 
out a determinate Train of Thinking; is 
too manifeſt to need any Proof or Expli- | 
cation. To ſtrengthen therefore and 1 
confirm what I have urged, I ſhall only _ 
„ p flat 


8 


| Diſorle farther obſerve? Two „ Things de are 
j of the utmoſt Moment in themſelves, as 1 


well as material to our preſent Pur 5 
I. It muſt be ever remembred, chat 
the Difficulties we have been conſidering 
would not be at all complained of, were 
it not for Difficulties of another Kind; 8 
I mean Thoſe which we meet with in 
the practical Part of Religion. Peoples 
Vnderſtandings would be well enou h 
ſatisfied, were not their Wills perverſe; 
and their Heads would be clear, if chakg 
Hearts were clean. The Precepts of 
Chriſtianity are directly levelled againſt. 
the Bent of our Corrupt Nature ; and 
require us to renounce our moſt darling 
Sins: tho? the Operation be as painful as 
cutting off a Hand, or plucking out an 
Eye. And Hire ile Lacrime : "Theſe are 
the Difficulties. The Complaint is only 
againſt the Others, the Qurrel is againſt 
Iheſe. Tis not from the Myſteries of 
Chriſtianity, but from the Myſtery of 
f Iniquity that all theſe Object ions pro- 
ceed. We ſhould hear no Objections 
about Original Sin, were not eternal 
Damnation denounced upon our Actual 
Ones: The Enemies of Religion would 
make no Exceptions againſt the Doctrines 
of the Trinity, and Incarnation, were it 
not For the TONERS of Self-Denial and 


uw the 


=” Mention: 85 Theſe l wider a Sas Dare 
5 Enemigs to Religion; and then their Bu- 
ſineſs is to raiſe all the Cavils which + 
their Wit and Scepticiſm can muſter a- 


gainft i it. 


2. It is cane to be obſerved; thus : 
the way to underſtand what we do not 
know in Religion, is to practice accord 


ing to what we do know : By obeying 


the Precepts of the Goſpel (which are 


all plain and intelligible) we ſhall have 
the faireſt Probability of being by de- 


grees let into its Secrets: And this we 


are aſſured of, from the natural Tendency 


of Things, and from the Promiſes of 


Holy Scripture. The Regularity of our 


Lives clears and enlarges the Intellectual ER ; 


Faculties. The farther we proceed in 
Goodneſs, the more Light will gradually 


break in upon us: The Path of the Juſt Prov. 4. 
(as the Wile Man teaches us) is as the 28. 
ining Light, that ſvineth more and more 


unto the perfect Day. The Scriptures are 
to be ftudied with our Hearts as well as 
Heads; with the Will and Affections, as 


well as with the Underſtanding. The : Cor. $1 A 
Natural Max (as the Apoſtle aſſures us)'+ 


reteiveth not the Things of the Spirit of God; 
for they are fooliſþneſs unto Him : neither can 


Hie know them, becauſe they are ſpiritually + 


| rand An Obſervation extreamly 


remark- 


T * 


3 


. bre markable, and very ſeriouſly” and fi 85 


uently to be conſidered by us; tho in 
WV ba it ſeems to be but little regarded. 
When we are habitual in the Practice of 
Vertue, we may with Confidence uſe 


the Prayer of the Inſpired Writer; _ F 


Pal 119- Thow mine Eyes, that I may ſee the Wo 


ful Things of thy Law : 4. e. Underſtand | 
the more abſtruſe and difficult Points of 


Religion, Buthow can it be reaſonably. 


F 14. 


Pal. 25. 


expected, that the Prophane ſhould be 


admitted into the Holy of Holies; or 
that Thoſe who are in the Pollutions 
of Sin ſhould be acquainted with the ve- 

nerable Secrets of the Goſpel ? The Secret 

of the Lord is with them that fear him ; and 

e will ſhew them his Covenant : Theſe are 8 
| ithe Perſons to be admitted into the more 
retired Oracles of God, into the Sacred 
Receſſes of Divine Inſpiration. I mean 
all along fo far as Human Underſtanding 


zs capable: for it muſt ſtill be remem- 


bered, that by reaſon: of the Scantineſs 


of our Capacities, ſome Things will be 


ever incomprehenſible, even to the Beſt 5 


of Men. 
Upon the due Cent le therefare 


of what has been offered upon this impor- 


tant Subject, let us carefully avoid the 


. Guilt and Folly mentioned in my Text; 
7 Ran not make ſo pernicious a Uſe of the 
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upon what we know, and live according 


to That Knowledge, without bewilder- 


ing our ſelves with Difficulties not neceſ- 
fary to be explained, For That which 


is certain and demonſtrable in Chriſtia- 
nity is enough to find full Employment 
for our Thoughts; and is to the laſt De- 


gree both profitable and delightful. Let 
us frequently conſider, for Example, that 
ſuch à Noble and Excellent Being, as 


| the Soul of Man by Experience finds her 


ſelf to be, 3 Superior to every 
Thing of this Sublunary World, and of 
2 quite different Nature from it, could 

never be deſigned by the Infinitely Wiſe 


Creator, only to ſpend a few Years in a 
Body, a Thing entirely beneath it, and 


then ceaſe to be, and vaniſh into No- 
thing: That we manifeſtly perceive Two 


diſtinct Pr inciples in our ſelves, Nay nor 


only diſtinct from, but contrary to each 
other; I mean Fleſh and Spirit, which, 


with a very little Deduction, evidently ar- 
gues the Immortality of the latter: That 
thus far Natural Reaſon and Experience 


goes; but then that all this is ſeconded, 


Improved, and aſcertained by Revela- 


tion; which does but cloſe and fall in 


with thoſe common Notions of Truths 


to which the Soul naturally finds her ſelf 


5 thus 


% 


” - Thi yr hard to be underſtood. Let us meditate Diſcomrls 


"T8049 


| Dir tan diſpoſed. Then we are t o conſider, 


and often revolve in our Minds, the ir- 


Vrefragable Proofs and Arguments which 


demonſtrate the Truth of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, and of the Holy Scri- 
ures, as alſo the plain neceſſary Points 
+ of Faith and Practice: And when 
we have done This, having thus fixed 
and ſettled the Foundation, we may go 
on, if we pleaſe, and, if we are furniſhed 
with Talents ſufficient for it, examine 
into the difficult and obſcure Parts; only : 
eyer diſtinguiſhing between what we are, 
and what we are nat capable of Know- 
ing; and ever remembring that What 
1 neceſſa ary. to be known,” is either ſuffi- 
 ciently-clear of it ſelf, or at leaſt eaſy to 
be explained; and that after all, ſom 
remaining Difficulties are of no Weight 
againſt a Truth fully proved, and entire- 
ly freed from all Ob) ections which are 
Hear to ſtrike at 0. Foundation of 
For if we are reſolved to believe no- 
"Hou againſt which ſome Difficulties 
may be urged, we muſt then indeed be- 
lieve nothing; not only in Religion, but 
nin any thing elſe. If we will indulge 
our ſelves in this vain Humour, we may 
raiſe Objections (which indeed ſome have 
the Folly to do) even againſt the plaineft | 
Duties not _ of revealed, but of na- 
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rural Religion. For Example, againſt Dees 


4 
— 


Prayer, and the Worſhip of God: For II. 
. ah 5 (fy theſe Scepticks) can our Pray 
ers ſignify, when the infinite Perfectionss 
of the Divine Nature are ſuch, that He 
cannot be wrought upon, ſo as to change 
his Determinations for any Actions of 
ours, which would imply Weakneſs, and 
lmperfection in the Supreme Being? 
Here, we may obſerve, occurs the Idea 
of Infinite; which (as I ſaid) will ever 
confound and amaze us, eſpecially if we 
do not conſider that our own Under- 
ſtandings are Finite. But then Nothing 
can be more certain, than that Prayer to 
the Supreme Being is a Dictate of Na- 
ture, an expreſs Command of Revela- 
tion, and a Condition of our Happineſs, 
both here, and hereafter : How it is with _ 
reſpect to the Infinite Being who has 
_ commanded it, is not our Buſineſs to en- 
quiĩre; tho? even of That a very rational 
Account may be given. The ſame Ca- 
villers may, and ſometimes do, ask why 
the Worſhip, : Praiſe, and Adoration of 
God {ſhould be commanded ; ſince He is 
| infinitely Happy and Sufficient in Him- 
ſelf, and can receive no Addition to that 
Happineſs by the Services of his Crea- 
tures? Here again is the Notion of In- 
finite; and becauſe we do not apprehend 
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— 
3 
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Infinite, 
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bee Lade, does it follow ther God i is not 


to be Honoured and Worſhipped? When 
that He ought to be, is one of the firſt 
Dictates of Nature and common Senſe? 
And yet we ſee, there may be Ob- 


ject ions raiſed even againſt That, as there 


may be indeed againſt any Thing; even 


the plaineſt and moſt important Princi- 
ples of Morality. Were we therefore, I 
lay, to indulge our ſelves in this ridieu- 
lous Humour of Cavilling, we might 
find, or make Difficulties in the moſt 


unconeeftable Doctrines and Duties: but 
how Abſurd, as well as Wicked 'That 
would be, I leave it to 255 rational Fer- 


ſion to conſider. 


T cannot, I preſume, after the eau. 


tions which I have given to the contra- 


be miſunderſtood as endeavouring to 


Alikuade Men from a due Enquiry into 
the Points both of Reaſon and Faith; So 


far otherwiſe, that I am perſuading them 


to it. They ſhould only regulate their 


Conduct in that Particular, and correct 


their Errors concerning it. For tho* our 


Underſtandings are imperfect; yet we 


muſt not run into the other Extream, and 


imagine they are uſeleſs or inſignificant, 


as ſome in their Rhetorical Declama- 
tions againſt Knowledge have ſeemed 
to e them. Though we do not 


uu 


. 


3 5 1 5 Andugh to make us Happy; 75 every 
Thing (as the Apoſtle expreſſes it) that- 


4 " 4 


ing, we bow a great © Dion 


pertainetiꝭ td Life and Godlineſs :. and for 


5 the reſt. we may very well acquieſce j in 
our Ignorance of it. Our Wiſdom is to 
know: the. Length of our Line, and how . 


far our Sight will reach; to pray God, 


that in the Inſtruct ion of our Minds. He 
Would (as: _ did i WY the Creation of the 
World) divide Light from the Dark- - 
neſe, 4 ee us pegs the — be- 
and Shady Side of 
Ihkings: Eor next to knowing every 7 
Thing, che greateſt Knowledge is to 


tween the Bright 


. know what we are, and what we are not - 


which, 


pon Thb Subject. 12 


rb ds The only way to clear curd | 
Geukis, to be Wiſe, Good, and Happy. 
For amidſt all the Obſcurities of Chri- 
ſtianity, Nothing can be plainer, chan 


that we are taught ; and commanded to 


deny alt ngo Ungodlineſs, pe” Worldly Lu 57 and Tit! 2. 5 


11 12. 


to live Soberly, Righreou fly, and C z0aly in 


this preſent World : That Religion is per- . 


fective of our Nature, redueing Things 


to their primitive and genuine Orderf; 


Reaſon to ins Empire, and Paſſion to its 


R makes us Eaſy in this 
BA el 1 n, 


e of! Knowing. To determine 
may be aneUic of my Diſeourſe e 


8 995 
4 


biza World, * [Bleſſed in Nhe W old 00 
. Come: But that a Wicked Life, is an 
Inverſion of the Order of Nature, put- 
ting the Subjects above their Sovereign; 
i. e. the Paſſions above Reaſon, the Fl eſh 
above the Spirit, the Animal and Senſi- 
tive Faculties above the Rational and In- 
tellectual: That our Vices are our Tor- 
menters and Plagues, our worſt of Foes, 
our moſt unmerciful of Tyrants: That 
to entertain any Sin, tho? of never ſo fair 
and ſpecious an Outſide, is to harbour 
à Serpent in our Boſom, which, if it be 
not timely diſlodged, will infallibly ſting 
us to Death: and that whenever it en- 
tices us with the Allurement of Plea- 
ſure, we ought to regard it as a Meſ- 
ſenger from the Devil, ſent, under the 
Appearance of Friendſhip and Love, to 
ſtab us to the Heart, to drink our Blood, 
to eat our Vitals, to rob us of our Peace 
and Quiet, our Lives, and our Souls; In 
244 Word, as the Peſt and Bane: of « our 
„„ | tics, as our moſt deſtructive and 
mamaortal Enemy: That therefore we can 
never keep our ſelves at too great a di- 
ſtance from it, nor too carefully avoid all 
Approaches and Tendencies towards it: 
And that tho the Pain of reſiſting our vi- 


cious Inclinations, if they are cuſtomary 
„ 1 _ 8 al, 


. | e enen, 
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Pain, even in This Life, is more than Diſcouſe MW 
recompenced by the Pleaſure of Vertue, l. 
| - ,* and a good Conſcience which follows WNW... 
upon it; Or if it were not, it is how - 
ever far better to be uneaſy for a few + = 
Hours, Days, or Years, than to be in 
expreſſibly . Miſerable to infinite Ages. 
_ Theſe are Points in which there is no 
_ Difficulty : Theſe are Things not hard 
to be underſtood: Would to God they were 
as eaſy to be practiſed, as they are to be 
apprehended. And to our Comfort we _ 
may confider, that, as depraved as ou 
Nature is, Theſe Difficulties too, as well 
as Thoſe of which I have been diſcour- 
ſing, Theſe in Practice, as well as Thoſe 
in Faith, are not near ſo difficult as they 
are pretended to be: *Tis but reſolutely WK 
to endure. the Conflict for. a Time, and 
we are certain to be more than Con- — 
querors. By which means we ſhall at 
length arrive at That Blefled Place, Þ 
where all Difficulties of all Kinds will be 
forever removed: All Perverſeneſs and 
Impurity from our Wills; All Ignorance + 
an Error from our Vnderſtandings. 
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7 The Cauſe: es "of. Scoffing” * _ 
. RELIGION: The Abl Arm . 
© guing concerning Reaſon and „ 
upon which it is founded: And 13 
the Folly and Miſery of Thoſe . 
whoa are Guilty of i „„ 1 


e : 2 7 W Worm. - FS N 
o RO $ J - 
9 „ * 8 4 1 z 
I + I; 4 
” : N 7 bo * * ? 4 
=, Y N. 
p x 5 : 0 = 7 
as ; \ * 
0 * 4 > 4 
85 | OY „ ili. 3, 4 : 2 4 4 7 | 2 * 8 
— 'P L 3 5 fy 1 Þ N 
% 


e this bl, Pas T4, wil come „ 

the la, Days wes - walking Fer their ; 
oma J ts 3 
ak We 2 Where + the Promiſe f. his 
Compng 7 


3 7 . 7 7 8 . 
* Es 923 5 I A ; 2 F * 1 * 2 
4 the * $2 \ 5 * * * f ; q , : 
T 1 . $ * <7 
* { " 


Y 


V this Bx reſſion [Is the laſt Da 11 

both b and in other 1 907 * 
the New Teſtament, is not meant any 5 
certain or determinate Period; but aß 
Time of the Evangelical Diſpenſation FEM np 
_ indefinitely conſidered. The Apoſtle's 
Senſe therefore is no more, than if He 
ſhould have · ſaid;  Hereafter there will! 
t 2 | Sett of Prophane and Atheiſtical 5 
G 3 Men, 
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'Diconrts Men, who being led by l 
Luſts and Appetites, ſhall make it their 


"Buſineſs to Scoff at Religion, to ridicule 


the Faith and Hope of Chriſtians, inſi- 
nuating, that they have no rational 
Grounds for their Belief; and asking 
them what Tendency they ſee towards 
performance of the Promiſes? In- 
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2] and the Hiſtories of thoſe which are paſt, 


the Experience of our own Times, 


ſufficiently aſſure us, that the Prop eſy 
may relate to any Age of the Goſpel ; 
becauſe it has punctually been fulfilled 
in All. In The. very Days of the Apo- 


ſtles, and their immediate Succeſſors, the 


Church of Chriſt was infeſted with leud 


and profligate Hereticks, - whoſe Practice 


1 Was as diſſolute as their Doctrine Was 


ridiculous; and who pretending to be 


more knowing than the reſt of the World, 


1 " impudently Drofted upon the truly -, 
thodox, expoſed both their Principles 
and their Perſons to Scorn, and endea- 


voured to raze the ry Foundations of 
11 Mu Reli 185 j 


e (to the inſrcakable Regret of 


„ ; Mm 1 5 have any Concern for God and 
; Goodneſs) have had their Succeſſors down 


to our Times; who not only continue, 


hut (as it is to be feared) increaſe and 
. A eee 2nd; er 
ene- 


PT. 


 Geadrarion, who pretend to more Wit ddt 
asd Underttanding Than their Ne. Dae 
bours, for no reaſon but becauſe they USE: * 
2 leſs; ; whoſe Employment it is to 
unhinge Chriſtianity, and laugh the Pro: 
feſſors of it out of Countenance. Faith, 
with them, as a moſt deſpicable Folly, 5 
and calculated only for weak Judgments 
and ftrong Imaginations; whereas no . 
thing but downright Science, and infa. 
lible Demonſtration, will paſs upon Men 
of their Depth and Sagacity. Since 
therefore they find; ſo much ault with 
our Faith, upon the Account (as they 
Would have it believed) of being more 
exquiſite Maſters of Reaſon than others; 
we ſhall Conſider their Pretenſions, and 
Anſwer their little Exceptions: In the _ 
' Proſecution of which, I doubt not but we 
ſhall make it appear, that they have as 
little Reaſon, as they have Religion; 
and are as bad Aer as they are 
Chriſtians. Fe 
My Diſcourſe upon the Words ſhall ; 
ij conſiſt of Three Parts. 
1 915 L In the Firſt of which 1 L ſhall 
1 ſhew the Folly , Unreaſonableneſs, 
and ridiculous Arguing of the Scoffers 
d here mentioned; in thoſe Excepti- 
| ons. which they draw from the Na- 
LY Fa G 4 e ture 
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| Diſtourſe ture ; of op kad — 5 upon AE 
: II. F ground their Contempt of Religion 
ſpoken of in the Text. 
8 12775 In the Second I ſhalt dr the 
| Comfortleſs, and Wretched Condition of 1 
ſuch Men, even in this Life. 
III. In the Third 1 ſhall aſſign the | 
principal Cauſes of ſuch pool « ine and 
2 e Practices. W 2a Ts 
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1 heſe Three 8 Heads M 1 
believe, take in all that is neceſſary to be 
laliſted upon from the Words Which I 
have choſen. For the horrid Guilt, and 
deſtructive Conſequence of ſuch outra- 
geous and inſolent Impiety in the next 
Lite, are ſo manifeſt; that it were Su- MM 
5 perfluous to enlarge upon the Proof of | 
them in diſtinct Heads of Diſcourſe. | 
Theſe Things may be touched upon 
by the way, as they happen to fall in 
With other Matters; but all that is re- 
aAuiſite to be copiouſly conſidered x 
this Subject, is to ſhew the irrational, 
abſurd, and perverſe Speculation upon 
Which the Practice I am ſpeaking of, is 
founded; and the wretched Folly and 
1 Madneſs of i it; and then to point out the 
- ,_ _ - - Cauſes which lead to it, that we may 
Toy 2970 them, wag take care to avoid 


1 5 
1 ; -:therefie; A I am to ſhew Diſcourſe 1 
0 the No Unreaſonableneſs, and ridicu- II. 
 lous' Arguing of the Scoffers here men- 
. rioned ; in thoſe: Exceptions which — 
| draw. from the Nature of Regſon, and 
FJ; upon which they ground their 
5 Contempt of Religion ſpoken of in the 
Iext. I have choſen to inſiſt upon thoſe 
Cavils which they draw from the Con- 
ſideration of Reaſon, and Faith; ; partly 
becauſe they pretend to be ſo exact in 
this Theory, and value themſelves ſo ex- 
tremely upon it; and partly, becauſe 
When this Matter is cleared, all their 
bother Objections will of courſe fall to the 
Ground. Thus all their little Diſputes 
about the Formation of the World, the 
Hiſtory of the Fall of Man, Original Sin, 
yſteries of Chriſtianity, the ſeem- 
E= Incongruity of ſome Goſpel-Precepts, 
and the like, would immediately vaniſh 
and come to nothing; would they be 
pleaſed to conſider the Extent of their 
Reaſon, and allow to Faith the ſame fair 
Dealing, as they do to other Aſſents. In _ 
the Management of this Point, I ſhall 
3 proceed by the following Meaſures. 
1. I ſhall endeavour to ſhew the true 
Difference between Reaſon, and Faith 3 
their ſeparate om 25 and CN Pro- 


vinces. Foe x 
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i 8 11 The Bally: of 8 8 Objection: 
12 drawn from thoſe Points of Faith which 
fo aſcend our Reaſon. 
I. Firſt then Lam to ſhew. the dite 
5 rence between Reaſon, and Faith; their 
- diſtin. N res, Ant; K Fro-· 
3 There 5s. ' ſearee any Word uſed. 
Eon; more Senſes than T * of Rea 8 8 
ble not clearly diſtinguiſhing of w 
WE has, been the Cauſe of great Confuſion, 
au mach inſignificant Diſcourſe.-. I 
ſhall at preſent take notice only of Two. 1 
- Significations which it bears; theſe be. MK © 
Eu Io the moſt material, and the. moſt 
proper to be here conſidered. Some- 
times then it is taken for the whole 
| * conſidered altogether; in- 
cluding all the Modes of Thinking, whe- 
ther imple, or complex: The Power 
=. of ſingle and unreflecting Apprehenſion; . 
bol Judgment, and Affirming or Denying 
any Thing; Of Arguing, or Inferring 
one Thing from another : All this, I os 
is very often ſignified by that one com- 
| peter Term. In this Senſe it is 
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plain, ac Reaſon fans to G aver Diſcourſe 
FA 25 e and i dof e pe; 
| _ whatſoever: Theſe all relating to the 
„ Jud loment ; and an Aſſent being nothing Be 
- ele but a Judgment of a Thing's being 
true, and an embracing of it as ſuch. 
From. whence it follows, that Faith, 
8 other Aſſents, is comprehended 
* it ; and as e is TL ex min- NS 
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and Faith; by Reaſon is to be underſtood 
the Judgment, or the Faculty of Judging 
- concerning! the Truth or Falſhood of a 
Thing, % Arguments ariſing from the in- 
' gernal Nature of it; from the Conſidera- 
tion of Cauſes and E 1 and other Cir- _ 
cumſtances immediately relating to the Thing 
it ſelf, without any ee Evidence, or 

the Conſideration of a Perſon aſſerting it, 
or any Qualifications belonging to him. | 
In ſhort, when by the Coherence of one 
- Propoſition with another we prove 2 
Thing by 'probable, or demonſtrative 
Mediums, $ as to produce either Opi- _ 
nion or Science; : then it is that we are 
Lid to prove a Thing by Reaſon. Where 
2 Faith ! is a Judgment concerning this | 
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hy f Preof; it pr: 25 9 495 1 — 
x . 1 and upon his Authority alone em. 
| braces the Point propoſed. Ti true 
indeed, in Matters of Human Faith, the 
3 of them comes under Confi- 6 
the Na- 
ture of the Thing, and the Qualification 
of the Perſon ; and both theſe concur to 
the determini ing of our Aﬀent,. which is 


_ deration; we reflect both upon 


of a mixed Nature; partly Faith, and 


partly Opinion: And fometimes the for- 


mer, and ſometimes the latter is more 
Preralenr. Becauſe we cannot be ab/o- 


lately and znfallibly ſure of the Truth of 
i Human Teſtimony ; we may always. 
b 1 


ly, and very often probably be deceiv 


by it: and therefore other Conſiderations ' 
wth help forward, and be of weight to 
convince us in conjunttion with - thoſe 
Which relate to the Perſon reſtifying. 
And even in Matters of Divine Faith, moſt 


of the Points propoſed to our Belief are 


" in Nature; and ſome of them 
demonſtrable. But then we have no 


need of thoſe Proofs to determine our 


Aſſent, after we are once fatisfied that 


Sod has given his Teſtimony; it being 


8 that He ſhould atteſt a Falſe- 
hood: And therefore we entirely ac- 
ly ieee in that i Confideration, 5 


wund 
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= Without A our Klers mn any 7 Diſs arſe 
1 drawn from the Nature of ps. TE 
Things we believe. And: ſince the Pro- 
ability. of ſome Points need not be con- 
e to ineline our Aſſent in Divine 
Faith; it follows that the incamprehen- 
ſible: N ature of others will not hinder or 
| faſpend- it, if the Grounds of Belief be 
15 examined. In one Caſe, God has 
3 . it, and upon that account we be- 
lieve, withoug cg ſider at the Thing is 
proballs in it ſelf; in cheother Caſe, G0 
has ſaid it, and upon that account we 
| believe, tho we conlider that the Thing 
An it Felf is incomprehenſible. However. 8 
the (as we have obſerved) Reaſon ani 
_ Faith ometimes meet; andthe Aﬀent i S 
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then, 1 they are 'cocuracy 3 
d the Natures of them ar 
By the one we afl nt to an 7 
. Truth upon the ae, : 


ee from the internal C neal] 
Things, or ſome Circumſ 
- -Giately relating to them: By tl 
= upon the ſole Coulderation a of the | 
reſtify in hes are Reaſon and 
Faith diſtinguihed; both Excellent: in 
. their Kinds; nor need we ſet them at 
1 Ariance, as n dave done 13. Bor diſ- 
No - rage. 
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V Wich an A, erters of the Rights, | 
; Privileges, and Liberties of Reaſon; that 5 


they will allow Nothing to be rue, 'but 


f what can be clearly proved, fron rl 
| br err — it: 55 look upon tt : 


BE the x Peng: Poet from nothing b q 
: oe And Wenknieſs Jud GO 5 
Others, on che contrary, are forall Faith; 
and no Rea ſon; they" 1 think. the former 
to be the only Dilcove rer th; 
only Inlightener of the : 
as the latter with them is la carnal and 
Hbheatheniſh Principle, anch eris no leſs than | 
"8 Sin for 4 Chriſtian to hedbke n to it; or 
be guided by its Dictates Theſe are 
Hxtreams; and as oppolice to Truth, UG 
they are tg one atiother.”'' Reaſon and 
Faith are diſtinct, but not contraty 3 Fand 
thoſe he thus ſer them at Mariance; Talk 5 
at rovers about ther, and Know 1. 1 
What they mean by either of them. 
Reaſon, no doubt! of it, is the Gift of : 
God, as well as Path; and a moſt di. i 
"2 ſtinguiſhing Excellency-in'us; whether jt 1 
be cConſidered in its molt che bed & 
9e in a mote reſtrained and limited: 1 5 þ 


the Underſtanding; and furniſhes our 


Theſe two axe ſo far from jarving and in- 
1 that they do be 


proved by each other. The Proof fea 
this belongs to wy Fre Particular z 
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| Ioefting: it int Se lg — that 
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} our lac ly and thankfully: 
of its Light, and confeſs that we could 
| not be ſatisfied Wichout ite And its Af- 
5 liltanoe i is convenient, nay abſolutely ne- 
Ceſſary, in chess following Inſtances. 
3 In fixing the Principles of: Nataral 
A matte, founded pen 1 the” Bets 1g of God; 
e. is e rce of all Moral Obi. 
ens, , i 1 0 
D. Even. kh reef to Rojvnled Reli 
5 png Reaſon is neoeſſarp t to conſider the 
ſeveral Degrees of 1 ; 0 7 7 25 
of ag Evidence Gr 
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Minds with the beſt, nobleſt, and moſt - 
uſeful ſort of Knowled ge. In ſhort, 


* in Conjun- 
_ Etion, and are mutually a ſſiſted and im- 


o de ay us che . i of it. The iy: Dan k Diſgurd | 

ger is, leſt we ſhould abuſe. it be our. i 

ride and Folly; ſuffer it to go beyond 
Line, and wander out of To due 

Bour 4. On the other hand, Faith is as 

; 3 rational an Aſſent as any: belonging to 
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a Aiſtingi b a. are; Fr ( 1 Düne 
. 1 II. 5 pe Tod what are not. None but an 
We Idiot will believe he knows not. why; 
obr yield his Aﬀent, without exam wg 
the Proofs Which are urged to detern 
it. Ihis is not Faith, but Credulity:; 
and s are ſo far from eing required = 
to adt in this manner; that we are com. 
|  manded'tothedireft contrary... By Rea. 
ſion it is that we diſcouer che Truth 'of 
' theſe Propoſitions, that God is true; that 
le can neither be deceived Himſelf, her 
deceive us. By Reaſon We are aflured 

_ © - that: he Who Works by che Pdwericaf 
Sao, ſpeaks: by His Command; bedaiaſe 

. is im poſhble that Cod ſhould iconcur 

1, me Fallend. By this w Aiſt inguiſh 
5 true Pretenſinus from (falſe gnes, 4 real 
Dommiſſion ftom Fraudand Impoſture. 
By chis we eonclude it morally impoſſibhle 
1 chat ma g Tbouſands of v1, Of diffe- 
rent Nations, and fifferens : Tatereſts, . 
Foes, as Well 48 Friends, HhouId conſpire 
| dog ther to relate 2 fable; Matser of Fe, : 
and impoſe it upon the World, withour | 
ab Proſpect of Advanmageo! 7 Theſe, and 
1 dach Mee Truths properly come under 
che Coggizance of Renan and, 8 
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| e Bat upon the Nature of the Things, 2 
_ themſelves. To pretend they are Mat- 
ters of Faith, is moſt abſurd. For what | 
© cat de more ſo, than to „ 
Matter of Divine ith that ſuch a 11 80 
Ty is Matter of Divine Faith; with? | 
opping or giving any other Evi- | 


desk 9 iF hey may thus ſet one imagi- + 


_ nary Faith behind a 


r, and ſo on in 


nj nitum; and never Ehre at any Foundation 5 


at all. Which, by the way, may ſerve to 
ſhew the Folly of ſome wild Enthuſiaſts, 
us; 
Tſe of Human Realon in 


and other pros Talkers afffong 
ho Decry t 


ches Natters; ; When our moſt Holy | 


Faith is manifeſtiy built upon it“ Thier 
With- 

out its Affiſtance; and they quarrel 

n no other Account, but 


Faith indeed ſeems to be produce 22 


With Reaſon U 0 
ecaiile they have I Uttle of it chem. 


Reaſon about Matters of Faith, is to 


xplain Aiſſicult Places of Scriptare, to un- 
erſtand the true Mind of God, and to 


55 ber Ip [corierntis of of ; 


_ fearch out the Meaning of thoſe Texts 


in 


ich the Senſe is retired and obſcure. 
To ſay that this is the Buſineſs of Faith, _ 
198 els an 2 than that Which 5 
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Piſco «I ruſt now ak ns 1 For 5 5 
a Man to be conſidering any Point of 


Y Scripture ; That what he is. confidering 


convinced that it is the Word of Goc 
8 but he is at a loſs to k 
of it. Here then he is to believe 


[Hi Seals of f ie? Upon whoſe. T 


God's; 4 9 4 he a is. ſuppoſed. not to Have 
SR the Kanery if he 5 _ 
ning it. 


Inf 


be the Buſineſs of Faith... 1 
. ape 1 hi 15 = r 
1 92 S | 4 —_ ks 1s * 

_ lawful, me eſſacy :, But when weare 
once 8 that God has ſaid; 2 
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Thing, and are: fatisfied that we under. 


ſtand its Meaning 
Reaſon expires, = 
takes Places. RG are not to Jules about 
the Probability of it, or urge e any Argu- 


Here the 


ments from the Nature of the I bing at 


leaſt not in Oppoſition to Path, © 9.5 to 
deny or even to ſuſpend dur 


ow the meaning 


we this? ul e 7 


Faith immediately 


Aden die 


. Pong 
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Point of t TY 195 190 5 not tie that Diſtr 
Ti a Matter of Faith is in its Nature 
Wn or demonſtrable, it is unlawful * 
7 nd it by Reaſon; but it is unne- 
ce and proceeds from a needleſs _ 
"Cari itY. A it is certainly a very 
er feat. Sig to. prove. it this Way, ſoas to 


neglect Þ ith, and yield the other Aﬀent 
rather than this. Na ay even for-our own 


Satisfackion of the Truth of it; * that God 
has affirmed it to be ſo, is generally a far 
better Proof, than any other we are able 
NS produce.” However, our Reaſon ma 


ſcribe, to it with Submiſſion ; but not 


e mee i it, much leſs re- 
 beftioufly. oppole it. For, on the other 
Hand, hen the Poines:to 1 believed 


are fo far from being 3 by Rea 
ſon, that they are not in the leaf diſco- 
Ferable by it, but infinitely tranſcend 
and ſurmpount it: In this Caſe, Reaſon | 
has nothing at alt to do, its Ju gment is 
entirely RE perſeded, and: its Province. is 
to 3 EN and he ſilent. And if the 
Adverfaries of this Doctrine had but half = 
ft much Reaſon as they F, imagine they 
15 tin e be. 12 om think- 
this a ing. For it amo 5 
V 
e fu May 8 3 out one way, We 
H 2 ere 
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: pans een 5 


We e But if they W Va + 
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tho? they. cannot be made out. any Other 
Way. If this be ſo hard and intolerable . 
2 Burthen upon them, we know n hot 
What will pleaſe them; but mult” leave ; 
them, like froward Childreß, > | to be con- 

tinually complaining, and never 155 
Which puts me in mind of my 5 
Particular, in which I am to ſhew, 5 

6 et The Reaſonableneſs of Faith, on 7 8 
the Grounds "upon Which Rk is built, 
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the Proof” of; it. For though. we 
Mould grant, ppl all Aſſents are ir- 
rational which do not depend upon ab- 
ate ” (which never Will be 

| | The MT, 0 


Task, and t erefore s 4 need not 12 long 


e to 
Which it has, Be i. 1 
upon Certainty ld t even then it 
Would appear, that” Faith + 18 "extremely 
congruchs to the belt Senſe we have Ve, 
_ and, 19 5 of the Wiſeſt Man's Undler- . 
0 3 Indeed | 4 te moſt ; 
| Men, x is not WH, 2 Pans to 
Deen and they Will 
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oulc Hat this is a Miſtake; 
at b there, is G ertainty in Faith,.. as 
in Science, For if we are then 
fly. ſaid to have Certainty, when 
Ment. is. entirely given wit! Out, the 
"He efitancy, - A OY Fluctuation; and 
When the Mind perfectly acquieſces. in 
the Trüch of a Thing, without any. 
mafiner of Doubt or Scruple ; then it is 
evident, ien 118 + Abſolutely ſure of 
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many T Riß H We only believe, 
and 7 nd | te... And this holds 
betont Pr but very often 

Oan any, of us 

1 of the Truth of 


ſeveral, Marr 5 L Fah, onl; 7 upon the - 

et, Or ſhould ſeveral of 
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to he g of u uni Selene 
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© 1, man Faith; and very . often indeed we 
Te” have not. But even then the Aſſent 


portioned to the Degree. 


Faith, that tis impoſſible What Oc 
Foal be falſe, we gan demqnſtrate: 
* He has maid: thoſe Thing 3 Which 


l 15 = are propoſed to out Belief, FEW ave ſuffi- 


ll  areakten actual | convinced by anch les 0 
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— gont ods: s refuſe 40 office Dif uſe Ii 
Makers of Faith, as well as theſe; and MM, 
deny "the Foundations s of Chriſtianity; © f 
but by fome who call themſelves Chri- 
ſtians and own the Divine Authority of 
the Hot, Scriptures. I hey will not al- 
low:of Myſter ies in Religion; and can- 
not believe any Thing to be true, the 
5 Natire of which is above their Commer 
he . No?" Not any Thing? Do 
ey lay [down this for a genera kw y 
And vill chey be ſure to ſtand to this 
Prineif le? Let Us examine it a little in 
tler ances, And ednſider whether it 
wilf carry them. Tn the firſt place then, 
do theſe Men fully and throughly under- 
ſtand all the N e and Properties mw” 
| Matter, or Body? Can they demonſtrate 
how the! Parts of it are joined and com- 
pacted together, and what is that invi- 
Eble: Cement which hinders” them flom 
falling uſünder? Have*they a clear and 
adequate Notion of Space, and can they 
ſolve All the Difficulties about "Motion 
and Vacuity ? Not one of tlicſe Things 
are t ble to account for; and the 


Y ſt. fu tile Enquirers into Nature afe 

forced to confeſs themſelves at 4 loßs in 

theſe 8 eculations“ 80 that upon this : 
nelple, chat we muſt ſt beliere CORE 


«7 hut what we Comp 55 | 
III. deny that there is any 


* their ſo much . magnified. Matter and 
Ulotion; muſt deny that there are any 
* Bodies as well as Spi „World, 


NEE and inſiſt upon it, that what we! h 
5 and hear, is not really in Beings 
Who can explain the manner of: 
ing, or tell us how that is, pe 

. Wich We ca Willing ar Underſtan 
jag Nay, let us ſee the Man that can 
e 0 Much a5 explain hy What Springs he 
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Specula ive Truth, 


provement of that Knowledge. _ 
this Principle, therefore (the Folly of 
v bich I am now conſidering) we are to 
de Being of whatever we ſer; nay: ' 
we are to 0 deny. dur own Being; for 
we are far from: comprehending” the 
manner even of That. We ſee then the 


Abſurdity of thoſe ho pretend we can- 


not rationally believe any Thing whicto 
i above our Comprehenſion-; ſince this 
Kule is contradictory to the: Senfe of all 


Mankind, even of leſe Men themſelves. 55 
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5 Religion, by ther Mon of Sin, e Son o' 
 Peraition. By whom is generally under 
ſtood the grand Impoltor, Simon Magus, 
that great Father of the Gnaſtic Herely, 
and indeed of all other Hereſies ; wha 
15 Working by Magick Art, and the Power 
_ of the Devil, performed many firange 
Things in thoſe Days, blaiphemouly = = "0,0 
ealling himſelf Gad, and, * 4 . 
miſſion of Providence, , miſera y polluting |} 
the Church of Chriſt, He is particularly mo 
deſcribed; Ver. 3. Who oppoſeth and ex=  _ ÞF 
dert _ er all that il called Gal, 
2 17 that be, as Gab, | , 


Papal See; and there is [certainly ſuffl- 
cCient Ground for ſuch an Interpretation. 
But that the other is the firſt, and-prin- 
_ cipal Senſe, is p pete Ve 22 i te Et 
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i =o favingp ractis'd his Deluſions, and ol 
5 broached his inpious Doctrines, even in 
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and indeed of all other Hereſies; wha 
Working by Magick Art, and the Power . 
A the Devil. performed many ſtrange 
Things in thoſe Days, blaſphemouſſß 
eulling himſelf God, i yoke A Fer- 
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deſcribect; Ver. 3. Who 'oppoſeth and ex- 
An Hanſelf above ray yes ga! a 5 
orſhipped: at as 
fateth in the Temple. of God, Seam hinetf 
(or pretendi ens that He it Gal. Many, 
indeed, — nnd: theſe Paſſages, as 
Propheſies of the Nomi Corruptions, 
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Papal See; and there is certainly ſuffi. 
cient Ground for ſuch an Interpretation. 1 
But that the other is the firſt, and prin- 
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t plainly ſhewn ; I ſhall farther Diſ- 
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1 45 25 1 am i” conſider hi Tian on 
a Deluſion, which is ſo ſtrong as to ma 
Men e a Lye ; and whar's to be an * 
derſtood by that Expreſſion. . 
By that Expreſſion then is not hers to 
be underſtood, only yielding an Afent 
to a Falſbood i Fu: which is common= 
ly meant by believing 4 Lye : but Men's 
being ſo far deluded, as to believe falſe 
Propoſitions in Matters of the higheſt 
Conſequence, and of the plaineſt Na- 
ture; falſe Arguings, falſe Doctrines, and 
| falſe Religions; all theſe are in the Lan- 
guage of Holy Scripture frequently ex- _. 
pre ed by the Word Lye, and Lying; and 
one's aſſenting to an a0 of theſe, delibe-.  } 
rately, habitually, and perverſly, is what 
the Apoſtle here means 1 believing a 
De. A Man is ſo ſtrongly deluded, . to 
believe it in the Senſe We are now ſpeakx . 
ing of; when the general Bent of his 
Soul is gr turned by Prejudice, as to la- 
bour to believe it in ſpight of Evidence, „ 
and to abhor all the Means or Motives = 
of Conviction. For tho he cannot re. 
ceive and embrace Falſhood as ſuch; yet 
be may labour to have a Thing ſeem 5 
true, which is really falſe, which he fears 
is falſe, and which he would fain think * - | 
: to obe eee, 1 his ae e „ 
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| Diſcourſe 4 . * 1 tion of the will; This 1 
W nd doubt, is what St. John means 8 
b that Expreſſion, Loving 1 Ege; and This, 
= JL conceive, is all that can bo meant by 
1 it, as it relates to a Man's ſelf; As it re- 
lates #o others, one may indeed love it in 

the moſt ſtrict and proper Senſe: A Man 
may realy and heartily defire to deceive 


_ Others, but not to deceive Himfelf. This 
wm be does only by neglecting to be in- 

mea, by wiſhing he were in the Right, 
and 0 eadeavouring to perſuade himſelf 


repreſent it under the Appearance of 
Truth. It is Thus that Evil Men and 
Seduc ers wax worſe and worſe ; deceiving and 
being deceived: Deceiving Others, and 
being Deceived both by emſelves and 
Others. By means of which, their Un- 


their own preconceived, beloved O 
ons, as to aſſent to the moſt unaceoun 
able Paradoxes and Abſurdities 
we Amagine, did we not know * to 
true; that a Man, a Creature of — 


2. 


ry.” 


that he is ſo. For (as we ſaid before) 
the Mind cannot embrace Falſhood . xs 
all that it can do, is to labour to 


derſtandings may be utterly ſpoiled: and 


corrupted ; their Judgments may be fo 
perverted by Prejudice, and 1 o 
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4. Bw Compoſition, of the ſame Excellent 
N q Nature. with our FR could ever N 


: 4% * * 35 8 * 7 PR 


1 


ellen ed aka Arta l 15 ak 1 


was but little better, could Ms con- 
ceived that a God who was ſuppoſed to 


be really an Intelligent and Tmmortal + 
. Ik. And to be placed in a $f 125 2 


above Humanity, coultd-be fubjet 


— the Paſſions, Infirmities, Follies, nay D = 708 


the moſt Abemina ble Vices, and Corru 


tions of the worlt of Men? Much le . 
Could we imagine that Men of the moſt 
exquifite Wit, Learning, and Sagacity, 


Hofe incomparable Writings at this Day 


are, and ever will be, the Admiration f 
rhe World, could digeft ſuch ſtrange 


Opinions, as They did, concerning Reli- 

Zion, tho? not ſo rid iculous ones as thoſe 
zefore-mentioned ? Than which, if it is 
. bead for any Thing to be more ridicu- 


it is the Syltem of Thoſe who value 


A aboye all Mankind, upon 


being at the greateſt diſtance from Ido- 
Atry. I mean the Mahometans; whoſe _ 
 Alchoran, or Syſtem of Religion, "beſides 
_ "the delta Trpurity of it, is Sacha mon- 
ſtrous Heap of Abſurdities, as never en- 


1 rered inte the Heart of any Mortal to 


_ 


hiſs Which made” up the R ppt neſs of Iv. 1 

dhe Heathen Idolaters? Could have con- 2 "i 
| Ceived a Stock of a Stone to be a God? |} 
And the Work of his own. Hands to be 
mote Powerful than himſetf? Or, which 


910 co 
bo _— Man's Dream, in compariſon of That, is 
Rational and Judicious. And yet how 
many Mi 
to hold all . Sacfed, and given by 
Divine Inſpiration? Nay, even among 
Obriſtians, . whoſe batural Reaſon; is en- 
lightened and improved by Divine Re- 
DL . velation, are there not great N umbers 
who have adulterated ci iſtianity with 
_ almoſt as groſs Idolatry as That 0b the 
Heathen, and with full as groſs. Abſur- 
dities as Thoſe of the Mahometans ? 
Who pa Pay divine Honours to Creatures; 
and inliſt upon it. that a Piece of Brea d 
W ain Body; that is to ſay, that 
TOTES... Reaſon and our Senſes were given 
As for nothing? To come nearer. to our 
; | ſelves; have we not ſeen Proteſtants, and 
NED thoſe too of our own 4 — 
„ uch from 1 as to think the 
5 God Service by the moſt outragious Wicke 
edneſs; and to commit the moſt unheard- 
of Villanies, under the pretence of Re- 
ligion, and in the Name of the Lord? of 
ll ever. Men believed 4 Lye, certainly th 
=. 8 when they Were polleſſed with fack 
8 prodigions degree of Spiritual Infatug- 
F Nay, do we not nom in our own 
8 7 imes, ke ſo "MANY. os: ang, Contra- 
. 1 


compre hend: A Colleftion we wild, ſolo: . : 
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nt, and unintelligible, that a Sick = 


lions arc ſo ſtrongly deluded, as : 
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expreſſy, that in the latter Times ſome 


Fog * 


l continually _ntllowed „that Difcutſe . 3 
Truth ſeems to have almoſt wholly 1d. _—_ = 
| | abandoned the World ? In ſhort, al 8 


Sorts of Enthuſiaſm, that numerous 
Spawn e of Hereſies, and thoſe various „ 
Schiſms, which ever have infeſted, and 
fill do infeſt the Chriſtian Church, are ſo _ 
many Inſtances. of thoſe 1 Deluſions 
Which Men bring upon themſelves, and 
others, or by the Judgment of God are 
_ oe upon them: Theſe the Apoſtle _ 
_ poſitively foretels; Now the Spirit ſpeaketh's Tim. 
2 . 
part from the Faith, giving heed to ſeducing 
Spirits, and Dodtrines UN Devils: S peaking 
Hes un Hypocriſy 3 having their 0 one cence 
feared with.a hot Iron. N 9 


I proceed now to s Second Thing! 1 
1 vic. to ſhew, 


II. That the Deluſion which = Apo- 
lle ſpeaks of in my Text is ſometimes 


2} | ſent by God, and may properly be called 


a Judicial Infatuation; and alſo to account 
for the Juſtice of that Proceeding. God 


ba ſend them ſtrong Deluſion, is the very 
Expreſſion here made ule ok; and there 


=” overs] other Places in Holy „ 
as pla in to the ſame purpoſe. Particularly, 


Hank 4 25 e * the * be deceived 


255 e when 
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out my Hand on him, * will de roy 


om fle midſt o People Hrael. A 
9 9 . are aſſured Kt le b from 
I Kings the Words of Micaiah to Ahab ; Now, 
IR 9” therefore behold the Lord hath put 4 Ding 
© Spirit into the Mouth of all- theſe thy Pro- 
- . phets. 1 do not fay that this Deluſion 

3 always « comes from God; Men may ar- 
Ilive at a very high Degree of /it by their 

pon proper Folly and Wickedneſs. But 
it is plain that it ſometimes does, from 
the Places of Scripture which I have pro- 
duced, and many others. But here the 


Tk - Difficulties ſeem to be great. Can God 


.. 994 


Fe. . fend Deluſion ? Can He, who is Truth 


it ſelf, be the Author of Falſhood and 
Error: ? Can He be the Author of Sin to 


for committing it? Where is the Holi- 
= 5 ness, the Mercy, the Goodneſs, or even 
= the Juſtice of this? To all which Queſti- 
ons we may anſwer in general; that we 
may depend upo n it God, neither is, was, 
nor ever can i the the Author of any of 
" theſe Things, fo as to caſt the leaſt Re- 
egen upon his Juſtice or Goodneſs; but 
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and evident, if we. confider theſe 


ys 


ho 


'T hings. 


1. That by Goch ſoriding Ve 5 D | . 8 
op, Hardneſs of Heart, and the — Se 


is not to be underſtood a poſitive Effi- 5 
ciency, as if He were the proper Agent 


in it, or Producer of it; but we are to 


: underſtand only his giving the Perſon over 


_ to himſelf, and withdrawing that Grace 


and Aſſiſtance Which He before granted. 15 


He cannot be the Author of any Wick - 
edneſs; but He may ceaſe to prevent it; 
and He may in the Methods of His Pro- 

_ vidence ſo direct and diſpoſe the Sins f 
Men, Which chey voluntary commit, ass 
to make thoſe Sins their Puniſhment. i 
He cannot be the Author of Deluſion; 


but thoſe who love to be deluded, He 5 


may abandon to their own. Fallacies and 
Errors; chen the Deluſion of Courſe will 


be ſtron ; and fo far only He may be 


de 0 en Fa „ 
GAVE THEM UP wnto their own Heart? Ss 
Luſt, and they walked in their own Counſel. 


And, Rom. 7. 24. Gai GAVE THEM | 
2 He K „„ * 


ſaid to end it, That This is the true 


| State of the Matter, is evident from many 


parallel Flaces · of Scripture. To mention 


N nding theſe dreadful Fudan and e _ : 
WG A; ; which will appear very 80 e 
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2. To clear this Point, it is likewiſe z 


 nocefls ary to conſider ; what ſort of Per- 


_ ſons thoſe are who are obnoxious to this 


„ Judgment. And we- ſhall find 


ahuſed the Grace of God; and grieved = 


that they are ſuch as have long been 
- Rebellious, and obſtinately Wicked; have 
_ reſiſted the cleareſt Evidences of Truth, 3 


andi done deſpight to His Holy Spirit. 
As it manifeſtly appears from the Places 
of Scripture juſt now. mentioned, and 
- ſeveral others. Pal. 18. 11. Bat my 'Prople 
would not hearken unto my Voice, and Iſrael 
would none of me. So I gave them up, &c. 
And Rom. 1. 21, & ſeq. Becauſe that when 
they knew God, they glorified Him not as God; 
neither were thankful, but. became vain in 
their . and their ooliſp Heart was 
darkened : Profeſſing themſelves to be Wiſe 
they became Fools; And changed the Glory of 
the incorruptible Goll into an Image made like 
unta corruptible Man, and to Birds, and faur- 


footed Beaſts, and creeping Things: Then 
1 immediately follows: WE EREFORE 


oy 18 


God gave them up unto Uncleanneſs.. And 
ver. 26. FOR THIS CAUSE God gave 
them up unto vile Aﬀeitions. And in the 


Words e Wy T 1 * e 


. 2 q 


>=; 


SY e not * the Love 9 the Trath, that Brig Iv. 5 
wilt he ſaved. And then ſubjoins; And SYN 

FR THIS: CAVSE God. ſhall ſend them 
ſtrong 'Deluſion.' And where is the In- 
PCA of all this? Or any thing like it? 


5 Nen are voluntarily Obſlinate + and Per- 


79 8 ment, gives them over to their own 


| verſe; therefore God, in executing Jud g- 


Imaginations: They chuſe and lobe 
Duarkneſs rather than Leis Therefore he John 3. 
leaves them to go on in it, till they 1. 
come to that outer Dartneſe, where The 

1 Weeping, and Gn Teeth. The 
*T (ke rig Nothing 9 puniſh, 
Sin, but Sin; As Vertue is part of its nm 
Reward, ſo Sin i is of its'own Puniſhment ;*' | © 
| and that for the any Reaſon, and in more 2 EN 


L quence: of- it, according to the natural 7 
Tendeney of Things; and as it is inflict „ 
ed by che juſt Judgment of God. Which — 

- LW me 7 Wr 58 Place + to con- „ 


| hb urs chus deludsd; "la bers tay” - Nl 
be ſenſible of it, and take care to av, I 
it. The Conſequence of it is no leſs than ARMS, I 


4 Damnation; 3 as St. Paul alſures us in this 
2 EE - n = 
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might 
WV. damwed, that believed not the Trath, but had 


Bt.” Pleaſure in Unrighteo This perhaps 
: be 85 = not 1 955 20 e and TM 
Damnation; but Damnation, if they con- 
tinue Im mpenitent in ſuch a State of Ob- - 
ſtinacy and Per erſeneſs. I ſay perbaj 
Ait is ſo ; becauſe it admits of a Doubt 
i whether Much Perſons are r of re- 
. abandoned and. deſerted by "God. 8 4 
© Whenithey have arrived to 5 2 ol 
5 of, Wickednefs, 8 thus to do deſpight 
70 his Holy Spirit, and maliciouſly Al. 
believe, or rather pretend to disbelieve 
the Truths He propoſes; it is greatly to 
9 9 be. . mk fl bs no mor , 
18 Sin, FA fe or 1 * 
5 [3 However, This — ORE D 
„ is ſafeſt to ſuppoſe other wiſe: But if 
their Condition be not deſperate, it is in ” 
dhe higheſt degree-dangerous ; and of all 4 
the moſt deplofable, next to Thoſe which || 
* are deſperate. As for the Caſe of Fhoſe, 
= 2 Ignorance or Error in 3 - 
1 ä inviocible; w 
„ 90 it them W e | 
5 e the Mercies of eee e EF 
5 „ | conn 2 2 or "wy 551 Bur er — 
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„ 135 7 ; 8 
Borh, h pretend. hs it matters | DN 
wt Whether we believe rightly, or no; ., 
and that it is indifferent what Perſua- 7 
ſion Men are of, provided they live up | 
1 the beſt of their Knowledge. Tho“ 
we by. no means. conſign er ee e > 4 
| nation. thoje well-meaning. Perſons who ' © 
are invincibly Ignorant . Chriſtianity ; „„ 
yet it is moſt evident from the Soerip- 1 
tures, that they have no Right to the 
FPromiſes of the Goſpel, no Right to be 
ſaved an to the Tenour of che 
_ Evangelical Diſ penſation; in order to 
Which a true Pak is altogether as ne 
_ cefſary as a moral Life. But it is the - 
Bluſineſs of too many among us, to an- 
nul the Authority of the Scriptures, to 
take away the Diſtinction which is be. 
twWeen e and all other Rel. 
3 gions, and t 0 become As. * Heathens. 5 
ds the Greeks and Romans. Thoſe Peo- 
ple ere great Lovers of Popular, and - _ 
Republican Schemes; for which Re- 
| fog Li ſuppoſe among others, our mo- | 
N Pagans. have fuck, a Kindneſs for ODS 4 
1 it Re eligion.; tho cher are very fr 
: from practiſing any Such a levelling, $08 
confound rinciple as This, cannot. 
e highly. provoking . to Almighty _, _ 
; ant Thoſe. ] Men are in the a i 
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Degen oft Danger of being a more 4 fer ; rl de r 4 
A and „ to "the" Deluſions ; f . 
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SAT Iv. Iam git this Fourth and aſt 
: x | Place! to make ſome Obſervations or Re- 
11 flections upon the Pott rine of the Wee : 
. Eil chen; We 8 that ” is at leaſt . 
8 Lawful for the Miniſters of the Goſp pel 


do do that, which is by ſome very 700. 
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. Preaching Damnation 3 i. e. to 
e enforce the Belief and Practice of Chri- 

5 : tianity, by urging the dreadful Puniſh- 
ment denounced againſt all Thoſe wo 

Wilfully Sin againſt either. And 1 add, 

that this is not only Lawful, but our in- 

_ diſpenfable Duty: An Obſervation which | 
MM: might ſeem very idle, and ſuperfluous, fl ] 
were there not great Numbers whoſe . 
Ears are too delicate to endure ſuch harſi 5 
Sounds: They declare they love none 
=. - but ſmooth and ſoft Preaching ; it e. : Preach- - 
3 "RY 1 ing with little or no Divinity, ſuch as 
would ſhew them the Convenience of a 
Moral Life, or embelliſh ſome Matter 
df Fact from the Hiſtorical Part of the | . 
Old Teſtament; but never give them-any || 
e ” — indecent as Fj: 
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can ſuffer the mention of | 
it is applied to Murder, "Adultery, and y 
the like; but that it ſhould: be applied * 


to Rebellion, Sedition, all ſorts ef Dil. 


obedience to Governors, both Civil and © 
_ Eceleſiaſtical; Schiſm, Hereſy, Infidel. 
Ty and ſuch Things, ia a Doctrine which 


they can by no means admit of. Becauſe 


Theſe are Things which they ſay are to 
be excuſed, if not 1 
5 Rights and Lienen of Mankind, by . 2 


juſtified by the Naar! 


_ _werſtty of Opinions,” and the Freedom! 2 


a "Thinking." And yet we are affured' in 


8 Seripture, and we cannot help it, that 
"They who reſt if the 41817 Powers, Pot to Romy. 


retetbe to theſe 
ſome Men ſhall privil bring” I Dam. 2. 1 8 
nabe Hereſies; Ne : 5. ; 
not ſhall be e In what Senſe theſe os n 


2 Pet. 


that He that believeth Mark 


Denunciations are made, and upon what 


KReaſons they are grounded, Divines 
__*have abundantly explained | e 755 
5 Soripture and Reaſon; and it is not 
5 hen: Buſineſs at this Time to enlarge . 


both from 


on that Subject. As for Schitm, or a 8 5 


cauſeleſs Separation from an eſtabli ſhed . 

Church; if it be are to the express 

: — of God delivered by the a 
" 2M 110 Cad nothing e can oh more plain 1 


e Glen here are, ug Ditoms 
them, when Wal," 


Damnation : - that 73 2 1 5 


15 arſe - ha trig) þ is it not a Si 


ly Evil? And are not 4 Sins in = 


" "> own. Nature, damnable? For as 8 the 


difference between Sins Mortal and Ve- 
nial, we admit of no 2 5 gs Di. 
ſtlinion: Or if we did, - 7 


all Things, Would gain nothing by it, * 


according to the Doctrine of That 
Church. Where therefore they tell us, 
that we damn People by thus Pr | 


fame. Objection, w 
Agginff Murder, or Adultery,. above- 
mentioned, or Any 8 _WHatigver:. Is 
Schiſm a Sin, or it not? If it be, muſt 
we not ſay it is? And will not the Con- 


ſequence necellarily follow, 15 ther we 


ay ſo, or no? It is not by the Preacher, 


nor by the Doctrine, hut by I. Temſelues 


. Men are Damned; and to be warn- 


ed. againſt it, is not uot N to . 
a0 . „ | 


2. 8 Bs has 3 1 it 


eaching 
againſt Schiſm; They may as well make 


\ 


appears that Men are accountable to God Y 


for their Vyderſt andings, as Well as for 
their Mills; I mean as to the Manage- | 


ment and Regulation of Both. All that 
We are accountable for indeed is, as ſuch, 7 


ultimate reſolvable into the 
Ser tain it $5. that gg JL 


Vill; yet 


zdu oi, our Un. 
* n wh: 3 * : 
Tos 1 95 derſt ſtand- 
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vail 2 — that Conduct, it is 


mont, living according to the beſt of one's 
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1 555 2 committed to them: 


pected but that a {trig and 
count. muſt be given of it. 
V Ver. "this Well attended to, moſt of 

choſe /oft. Sayings. about Weakneſs of Judge 


gd. are 
dings 0 > hos. 2 Even 
ey y are. Wa the Number of thoſe 


EY Wi wi In ration and wilfully 1 77 
ſe to R 
ued Wich ee Reaſon have e 
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* AX rk N ang Le Car- | - = 


3 8 them, but e Os 
mn to Hu. — Bs 
| | them; 


derſtandings is a a in ove «an 15 
13 Which we are aſſured of, not =. 
only from Reaſon, but from Scri i: 
particularly from that of our Bleſſed Sa- „„ 
Viour; Take heed that the Light. which is in tuke 16 | 

| Thee be not Darkneſs: And conſidering the W 
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leſs? 
3 From hs: foregoing Obſervation i i 


DES that our Underſtandin S Are ca- 


.  pable of being regulated; that there is a 


Rule to controul and reſtrain them; and 

cCeonſequently that ſome Sorts | of Free. 

__ thinking, falſely and improperly ſo called, 0 
V 


are by no means allowable. What u 
our Modern Enfidels have endea voured 


to make of That famous Word, is uff. 
0 Wh known to the World. Some Men 


are reſolved. to be enflayed by < Other 


"aha too in point of Thinkin; a well: as of 
Government. As to the latter, no Conſti- 
, can be better 0 


tution, one would i ima: 


| Calculated for the Liberty - of Subject 


than This of C Ours; and yet What Num. 
re among us, Who will have 


bers are ther. 
it that they are Slaves, and are therefore 
Fonte Clamouring, 


hurts them, about Freedom, Tyranny, and 
Arbitrary Power. In like manner as to 


n 


Thbinting; ; the Chriſtian Religion in gene- 
ral, and our Church in particular lay no 


more Reſtraint upon Men's Reaſon; than 


That — if ny 9 would ro C 


Sa: hall chat ws pl as an u Eau? | 
2: On rather, „ is there any Crime that can it 
N ſelf on one or marc 3. deſerve on 
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upon it ſelf; and yet a * late Writer has Dios 
aſſured his Countrymen, That the'Ty- vx. 
ranny of Both is inſupportable ; and that T A 
the Prieſts (a Word in the frequent Re- of e IB 
petition of which he takes a great deal r % 
of malicious Pleaſure) are for Shackling Tabs. 
the Underſtandings of Men, and hin= ] 
_ dering them from their undoubted Pri- 
vilege of Free-thinkinz. If by that EER. 
preſſion be meant an ingenuous Enquiry xx 
_ alter Truth, and making a right Uſe of ß 
their Reaſon ; in the Name of God let 
them Think as freely as they pleaſe, and 
the more freely the better: This we 
not only ee but perſuade them to 
and are always ready to join Iſſue witi n 
them upon That Principle. We are f 
. e that We Think very freel r 
When we aſſent to ſuch Propoſitions- ass ] 
Theſe; That a plain Matter of Fact mah 
be rationally believed, tho? done Seven 
teen hundred Years ago, when there is as 
much, nay far more Evidence for the Trutn 
bol it, than for · any other Fact at the ſame. * 
diſtance of Time, which yet was never 
disbelieved, or ſo much as queſtioned by 
any Body; Thath Faith, both Human  _ 
and Divine, is as Rational an Aſſent. 
das Free- thinking a Habit; as any belong-, 3 
ing to the Underſtanding ; and tha 
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fe cannot AR it, w nden — v wy A 
to our Natural Reaſon 7" b 
communicate His Will to His Creatures; 
That We may rationally believe Things 
upon His Word, tho we do not fully 
underſtand them: This being an Aſſent 
ne ano- 
© . ther, in relation to Arts and Sciences, 
and ſometimes in the common Affairs 


Which we often yield even to 


of Life; That Human Underſtanding 
- was never intended to comprehend l 


Things; That Three or Four Myſte- I 


ries may very well be allowed in Reli- 


gion, when there are many more in 


Nature, and in Things with which we 


are daily converſant; Thar it is not on- 
ly accountable, but highly reaſonable, 
that there ſhould be many Difficulties 
and Obſcurities in Holy Scripture, to 
exerciſe our Faith, and mortify our Va- 


nity; That T heſe are no manner of Ar- 
quent og againſt the Truth of 'thoſe 


ooks, ſince we have ſufficient EVI. 
dence to prove them in the general 
to be the Word of God, and therefore 
axe to believe the Whole, though we 


dio not underſtand every Part. This we 


take to be very Free- thinking; but to let 


our Reaſon Wander out of its due 
Bounds, and object again 


, - T0. 


That God can 


Points r. 


8 


Hai 50 bet e is Lofficlain Proof OL Neo 8 
they come from God; to preſume to IV. | 
fathom the Immenſity of his Counſels, 

not to allow that His Thoughts are ns 
bove our Thoughts; to meaſure His 
Underſtanding by ours, nay and ſet up - 
dur own Judgment in Oppoſition to His 


Is This Free-thinking? Yes, in the fame 


| Senſe that a profligate Life is Free-li. 


_ wing, and in no other.. It is very abſurd 


— 


54 Think _— if they pleaſe; ' very fooliſh | 
ic 


ulous, as well as impious and 
3 Reaſon, right Reaſon, dif- 


claims the Homage which is paid to 

8 Fler by theſe Profeſſors in Wickedneſs, Ds 
and 7 in Learnit "Whoſe _ 5 
Freerthinłing further diſplays it ſelf, par- 

5 ticularly i in the Treatiſe I juſt now men- 

tioned, not by pretending to overthrow _ 
any one of the main Arguments which _ 
prove the Truth of our Religion; but 


by making Cavik and Exceptions at par- 


ticular Difficulties picked out here and _ 
there, after we have over and over 
granted that there are Difficulties, and Wo 


proved that they are ſo far from being 


L an Argument againſt our Religion, that BOT 


by are rather a Confirmation of it. 
In fuch Cavilling - indeed conſiſts the 


"oF 9 0 and Hence of W fo „ >. 0 


5 e 
e 


Fa | Divan lich, beſides: many little Obhectiens 

E ich relation to the Points already men 
* tioned, is abundantly. ſhewyn in the Tract 1 

| Ab | "I am ſpeaking of, by theſe and ſuch like I 

3 

k 
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uments. The Canon of Scripture 
Was for ſome time unſetrlet; therefore * 
there is no ſuch Thing as any Scrip ture. £1] 
ENS” all: It is doubtful-whether the Books 
= of Authors, ſaid to he Inſpired; are Ges. 
„ muine, though no ſuch Doubt was ever 
made concerning the Writing s of Homer, 
or Livy, or any Prophane- p 88 con 
cernin the Genuineneſs of which there 5 
is not half ſo much e There are 
Tena of various Readings in the 
ms: (though not aboye Three or 
Four pretended to be material) there- 
fore thoſe Writings are of no Authority; 
an Argument never urged againſt any 
Human or Heathen Writer, tho? there 
i the fame, or more Reaſon for is. 
FT here are various Prejudices in the 
World, therefore no ſuch Thing as Truth. 
Bhs 4 Gs ſpeaks in the Perſon. of one who 
believed _ a future State, therefore I 
be was of that Opinion himſelf: The 
Prieſts differ among themſelves in ſeveral © 
Points of Divinity, therefore there is no 
Truth or Certainty in it: Some of them 
Ae tad i UNWAITA, ab 65 — Y 
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eh Reaſoning as this, were if in Law, 
55 Phyſick;) Politicks, or = de? dart of Philo- 
bee would be called \ Nonſeaſo" 5 
Religion it ems, it is Freecthimting; 16 
peculiar a} Privilege have the nens 
E and Gohl ne a hoe all other 
Men. I dd not ſay thar this Writer, 
dtaws theſe Arguments out A Form 
ben he makes evEry one 
_ anfl ſome mote whicl 
to be — ana muſt 
cieheracan that thee Concluſions ſhould = 


at alli 
Than he adde a | 


upon che? Clergy in general, and ſome 
| EnbibensPerſonsiin particular and upon 
ee raiſes. fuch 4 
e a, Scbinianiſmi] Dein 
my and i[Atheilm, as 1 

m, if ever before, appearec in ths 
bude Thoſe afe the” Champions o 
s , who ito earneſtly alrite 


Survey of chele ſenſe! 
wighiitheir flamme, Ant 


ſs Rea ſonin Jom 


wee de ts ons ior! in a r= ro 


% . e's : 5 
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| ate tho dig n 


Ss: and? notormus:. horde) mm. act 2 


laſphemier; Me cans 1 
pronoünde clit they think fie 
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> nga aud k "Thinking 


above the Inte 


f ow not in Rebellion; that the Service 


b from What Bas | 


any N * { ſo. vilely perverted; 2 never 
wor he. ſhameful mi - 


1 Both 'the 
— Higher Powers are by >. ihe of this mi 
applied Sound Faru to the In- 

Ferie; in the former, Rubbie are ſet 
e ee in the latter, the 
Animal and Sen tive Faculties are ſet 
lectual. This is not Li 
berty, hut re which in — 
8 the Worſt of Slavery; and in both re- 
ſpecke above-mentioned it will ever be 
nd; that true "Freedom conſiſts in Obe- 


. God is perfect Freedom, and that there 

is the wideſt D ehen e 273 dibe- 
tween Lars an anny. ht of all 
1 Averſion 9 our Infidels have to 
3 they do believe ſomething; 
and that is a Ihe. Which is the der plo- 
| rable Condition of thoſe. e by 
the Apoſtle in my Text; and vhich ſug- 
eſts the. laſt Obſervation I th: I. make 
1 Me. [i Vans . n 
+ Therefore \itJ ps 
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„Are not 


ſelves with ſuperficial Views and imperfett 
Notices of Things. Theſe are to be re- 


minded, that they ſhould evermore pro- 


igious and Well diſpoſed © 
Þ och in love with Truth, as 
they ought to be, and even think they 
are; but are too apt to content them- 


. 


portion their Aſſent to their Evidence; 


n the Search of Which they ſhould al. 


ways be rationally Careful and Indu- 


ſtrious 2 fixing in thieir Minds an habi- 

Irror-and Falſhood; 

in lixele and inconſidera- 
ble Matters, as well as in deeper and ſe- 
verer Studies. For ſuch is the Prauiiy 

of Human Nature, and the e 5 

Sin, that for want of ſtrictly attending 

to Truth, we may by very inſenſible Steps - 


. tual Abhorrence of E 
and that even in 


be led into Errors, which we never 


thought of; then thoſe Errors may be- 
get V ices, and Thoſe Vices N et greater Ts, 

Errors; till at laſt we arrive at. the 
Condition of Thoſe whom the Apoſtle 
- mentions in my Text. Let us therefore 


heartily, honeſtly, induſtriouſſy apply 


* * 
I * 


he 
/ 2 
, , 


te * — 


* 


4 
98 
— 


1 


2 


* 


= © 
© % 
4 


— 


* 


OTE 


7 * 


— 


5 7 * 
"hah 


vit 1 
Shy 

1 

9 

7 


bs. 


— 3 — 0yr 


% 


= 


N 


＋ 


1811 


* 


*. 


— ͤ _____ — 1 ˙ A — — 


PIE -- 
* "of 3 3 
mY > 


Orc 


in Telus © 
55 vertuous Wo 
pd whe a 
8 Dif) na- 
1 825 he not only. makes. it a 
illuſtrious Vertue in 


rhicts. 


* 
* 
” 
* 
- 
* 
- 
* 

n 
* * 

A. 4 

o 

4 2 
* 1 
c « 
„ 
* 
1 
* 1 * ® 
— I 
- 


— 


N 
3 
' 
} 
' 
x 
# 
* 
N 


— — 


[ 1 
1 
! 
7 *. 
[ 5 
"# 
i 
6 q £4 * 
[ 1 
( 32 
4 — 
„ 
K 
; 4 
4 = 
N 7 
[ 
* 
N bb 
© 
„ 
= 
1 . 
: : 
* 
EN 
5 
4 7 
wo 
: 5 
4 
+3 <P 
I 
. 


| - Diſc mY Sad to at ates 6 our. 7 
has ſuch a prevailing goo upon them, 13 
A that it alone renders them ſo far accep- 
table to God, as (in conjunction with it 
ſelf) to be made the Condition of gur 
5 Remiſſion of 


tion; and that for this Reaſon: 
. without Faith, they cannot be perfor m- 
; ed a the Condition of our Salvation, nor 


: Ro EO Fry c FE ot Ho e 
A, 4 RFA - g en — 7 I; ſ 
1 * x ; g * 
B 7 N 
8 


8 _ 


Py and obtaining 
All g Works whatſoever: which 


Poser = 7 Faith, do not in the 


Sa Iva- 
uſe, 


ealt entitle a Man to everlaſtin 


ono has propoſed it to us. For how 


can a Man expect that thoſe Promiſes 
\ ſhould be made good to him, which he 
never believed, and upon which he never 


- depended ? And how- can he do any 


9 org as the Condition. of Salvation, 


when he. does not believe it to be ſuch ? 
The Juſtification of Faith in Chriſt relies 

upon This, that He alone it is who has 
- obrained' Remiffion of Sins for us; the 


e of which is extended to none 
| but Thoſe Who believe in Him, and for 
iat Reaſon obey His Commandinents. 
__ "Upon this Account it is that St. Paul in 
ils Epiſtle generally uſes the Word Faith, 
| ber whe whole Complication of Chriſtian 5 
Vertues, in contradiſtinction to We 13 
T. 22 \ * of the 1 vie e it | 


"is 


6880 . * 


ence to the Commands of Him 


a * 
* 
3 


5 
® 
4 
N 
4 


* 7 i 
* * F 7 
5 e 
1 N 


Obedience was founded upon his Belief e 


4 meaning will be This: 5 OY ot ane ws 
in God; and it was imputed to him, and 
3 accepted of him as a ve 
tuous Action. The Apo 


a 


$ the firſt and 5 ciacignl Patt of b Chriſtian Difourſe þ 
% and the Root and Foundation of all V 3 


8 

4. reſt. To ſhew the Power and Ex- 

Celleney of Faith, and the Vanity of 

thoſe Works which are performed with- 

out it, He brings the Example of Abra. 
8 the Father of the Faithful; whoſe 


in God, and ſanctified, and made ace . 
8 by it. This Inſtance He pro- 
2 by way. of. Quatation, from Gen. 
. in the very Words of he” Ruther Ju 
0 that Book, And Abraham believed God, 
and it was counted unto. him far Righteouſ- e 


neſs, In which Words, if Belief be taken 
for his Faith and his whole Obedience, 


as proceeding from thence, the Senſe f 
* ES: Oy be ba Ty: Ard 80 On . ? 


ry laudable and ver- 


= { 


e in this Chapter 
being engaged in png Diſpute about lu 
_ - ſtification; the former of theſe Senſes J 
U ſeems principally to be intended * E 
hes 4 5 L. A "ne EOS 


— 


— ——— ̃¶ ⁸²ms — 


But che Words at fl 
im 9 ins latter edo: 


C it is certainly. 4 Verne je th. © 
Added the Reaſon why it 


Siggißeation, is bec 
and radical Verrue; 7 as T before” 


5 F Erved; 3 555 


FR 45 I 5 a 
& 


\ 


5 4 RAT. . to "he 571, Is I? 32 . 
Dit. nr. in another Diſcourſe taken notice of it ; 
5 in che former keſpect ' tho? T do. got 

o have fully diſcuſſed that $1 
Well treated 


+ 


= he % k» 
ar: FI Ges ET, eee ochre vn Lee HAY Ot AM IA an ator nin R———_ * — 
4 7 by ? * 9 — ” , 1 5 g ; 
en 6 , * - 1 — ie 
. » 5 
5 bo 
0 * 7 * a 20 
| * 
, 4 q 


* 


ro! conſider i it in n 


1 % | . " * 2 
5 FE 
5 8 - : * and 1 25 ; bas l . wh 5 8 . * 


8 


? 
4 OY * * 1 2 25 L ; F 1 
Py * ; 2 + F 7.4 7 f }, * 4 7 1 4 f 4 * 
: 8 12 — F ' Ft | * > * 1 WS». * | $i a 


gy nec gern 


+ 
— 
** 
T 


** 


ay 


DUR. 
* 2 


** 


— 2 
2 


* 


* 


den e Gp a ae Ai 
oc ie; and ſhew "here 1210 Vertib on. 
e eee e ee 


— 


N 


» 


: a 
{NY £ 4 ES 55 * OS 5 * 
* 


* 
f. 
4 
x 
* 


; 5 ff.. 
3 * f My. + „ L 
ute . 6 
_ 4 — 4 "be * Ae 3.84 e © . 
8 7 - 


1 A 10 he" Ps in ng vm W W 
ue any other Vertue,. it Would be ſu- L.. 
Fos and improper to _proye that, t "YM 4 

i one; This bein taken for granted, .-.- 

_ and acknowledge oy all that ; pretend, a” 7-08 

talk about it. And perhaps it is not i} . 

7 ately. meceſſe ry to be done, in this Sub- 

Petr; rho? there * be more Occaſion 

bor * in this than in others. 1 8 


ai an AQ of the 970 50 8 1 43 7 
Upon the 
| Excellency af, Lead. of i it, they will 
3 dy to ask, how can an Le cu 
Full 13 a Moral Verte? Or. how is it 
iy e-worthy to exert. an Act of the 
n and ive our Aﬀent to a 
Truth prof poſed to ĩt Whoever reward- | 
"on Manff for having Opinion upon pro- 1 e 
able Rvidence, or Science upon demon- 
ratiue? And why mould Faith pretend 4 
to a Moral PB xoellEney, any more than 3 
other Aſſents ? Theſe and ſuch like Que- © A w_ 
tions may poſſibly be asked by ſuch 
as have more Philoſophy than N 3 "oj 
and are not ſufficiently inſtructed i in che * 
Doctrine of Chriſtianity. The Truth is, 1 
Futb is purely a Theolog cat Vertae, 15. 28 
pelon io oh to revealed i Religion, as di- 


yo 


gut ec FR al Others.” TRY Hea- | | 


— 72 a ' 


* 
: 4 &* 1 - , _ 4 * won, We 
* Th 8 
: 5 
N \ 75 ? & , 4 ey S 
a 4 * . SL! ' j ; , X ; 
- : ER 2 | | 1 2 
* * 5 : . 4 * 
3 0 ; EEE IRE Ee 1 
: . . 1 
1 YJ , A 
* 2 P : 
* 
1 


Duft 1 Moralifts were lates jgnoratt. tot . 
V. jt; and therefore allowed it no place i in 
* their Ethicks, and never ranked it among 
the Vertues. The Proofs therefore to be 
- - urged for it, are to be fetched 1 
from the Sacred Scriptures; which alone 
Have mended this Vertue to the n 
World. 0 
„ No tidtevery Thing has the Nature 
. oi Religious Dat weh God has po- 
. Hitively commanded, is too plain to 17 ; 
| proved: And that Faith is thus com- 
miandech appears from ſeveral Places 1 
- . "the New I eſtament. Very numerou 
are thoſe Texts in which this Duty is 
implied vertually, and by 8 
- Sur TI ſhaſl mention none but thoſe in 
Which ix is peremptorily and direaly _ 
commanded. And even of theſe a few © 
9 out of 1 many. will be ſufficient. Our Sa- 
'viour, at his firſt Vd upon his Mi- Is 
_viſteriat Office, begins his Preaching: in 
| Mark i. 7 Words; ' Repent, and believe the Goſ- 


3 ET 85 Ro In which Words are commanded 


Two Things; Fah and 3 . 
And, Mark 11. 22. Have Faith in God: 
And (to mention no more) St. Paul ex- 


Y 3 Tim. horts Timotiy in theſe Words; Bat „ 


N 7 1. O Man of God, follow after Ri hreouſneſs, 
= # Gaalineſi, Faith, Love, Palme: Meckneſs. 
Vis Ty among. other, ee, "is, 

© Fatt Th 


„ ; 3 
"XP * | DA Ss 6 _ 4 2 


e . er — a p * , 
N > 3] * * ps oi l 7 p.4 s EE, * 
{8 . . CEE * e 8 9 * N L N 
1 Yo 1 * S tat $ 2 8 y 
. : $ 7 r 198 8 > _ ol 
” 7 * 4 nl F uy 
* . E214 * E 4 DE * 5Þ 7 
[4 3; 74 We * * T * 
* $7.54 A L 5 4 
- * N — 
- N of ny 
r A . 
* 7 Y * 4 * 6 = 
: «4 7 
oy . * 
” rus 5 * 1 * 
. £ : * 
- % 7 ; w * . 
53 8 + 6 * 1 
5 


Faith as  Aiing f Som! 1 REP is recom- Di aſe Þ 
- mended. We have ſeen then that it is =  \} 
commanded by God; and conſequently ** 
ar it is a Religious Duty properly ſo 
: called. And that the Performance of it 
Sa Vertue in the ſtricteſt Senſe; and 
1 thar 2 very eminent one. too, may be 
proved from hence, that Men arechigh- 
ly commended and rewarded for it; Re 
cauſe nothing in us deſerves Praiſe or 
Reward, property. ſpeaking, but Vertue. 
When the Roman Centurion, in an hum. 
ble and ſubmiſſive manner, applied him. 
ſelf to our Saviour, beſeeching him to 
heal his Servant, who was at the Point 
of Death; and gave ſuch an -ample Pro. 
feſſion of his fteddy Belief in Him, as ] 
to declare there was no occaſion for oujt 
Lord's Preſence to heal the Patient, bur 1 
that his Word alone would be an effe- 
tual Remedy; that Diſeaſes and Devils 
Would fly at his Command, and all the 5 
"Parts of the Creation execute his Orders, 
as readily as a Servant does thoſe of his 1 5 
Maſter, or a Soldier of his General; out 
Saviour, to ſhew the higheſt Approba- > Hd 
tion of him,” at deal Commends, Re- 
5 hes and Confirms his Faith. Commends 


— 
7 f — 


| 

| 

"ob 

1 F bg 

| RV 2 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


7 
? % 2 
* 
* 


und (0 great #1 
. 5 art rds: A, 17 5 rea : 


> 
” 
4 


oy 


Wirth. by 1 „ Go thy. Ay 5: and as. thou: 


b wy 6 haſt believed, 0 
— „ MINE. 2 gl, in the ſelf. ſame me 
„ e . Con 1 by. Working Abbelen 
93 8 racle; oy ally (if poſſible); to con 
vince. him of that Truth by his. ow 
Experience, which perhaps he believet 


o- 


by 3 4 ü 
0 Lara 70 


1 as tis eminently Vertuous th 
* | 13 ſo tis highly Criminal to. PRE 


— 


from that Blame and Reproach with whict 
ü is loadeck in Scriprure.;., and tha 


upon it : Becauſe nothing but Vice 


1 to Emmaus; He upbraids their Tacti F 
1 lity and Unbelief in theſe ſting ing. a 


Z matte an. repreachful Words: O Fools, Tal 705 of 


| Ls. Heart, to believe all that the Prophets q 
=P 1. It 1 15 nor to be imagineck that! 


Qs- upt 

gw chem for * Want of natural ] 

nd: Appreher nſion. For it is | 
but his N fortun 


tþ : « N We, av; F "4 . Y 
4 Fr 22 N 8 * f 


be it done unto thee. 4 


| Y = only upon the Teſtimony of or 


- Brlieve, and involves . it the Nature - 
3 A Vice of ok fo called... This appears 


7 ſevere | Puniſhment which, is. infficte I 


l 5 FO” juſtly condemned or puniſhed... i After our 7 
. Lord's Reſurrection, when He reaſoned 


Laer Under kandings; Or 


TD i if 


j 


as 


| 


A 


in \ ths Imtelleſtials * ee ee 
Stu 


Soll; and thei 


| i lid not mam mi 55 Wor 1 there, he- Marth, 
_ * | 1 10 
eving been occa joned either 57 Want 


Hur Saviour cannet be conceived to re- 


3 


pic them for That. The Folly and“ 
| city. there re Which He. taxes 9 


} 


wt of 


*.. 


Was not natural, but acquired ;; 
ey might Rave prevented. it, af th x. 


RS; neir e e 
rom Prejudice, Carele nd: Neg- 
lest. And as to the Puni (ment 3 * 


ed u upon n ſuch Perſons; we are tal 4 Ther 


of their Unbelief. Had their not be. 13. ul. 


of ſufficient Evidence in our Saviour, er 
of &pility, in themſelves; He would hayuy — 
been ſo far from wathdaypag, — . + oo 
Nes ef Conviction fro wponthat, g 
n that He would; haye.done me 
Ken, Works among them . dat very; 
Ae ecauſe he. hac alreally, 
ee 70 give rhe . 

1 f 9e 2 15 8 x: Yr Ts 


= Macy 2c + 8 
Mone £ m to of hg WES, 4. "i 
; 11 A ed Salvation — 

n. 59 8 rg e ay, of 


_—_— 
: 

# 

- w 


„„ „„ͤ% 44 re 
SS 3 


— AS 6 
— ee dh ee 
— — — 


„ 


1 


333 


be danined © ige. He that 


great Guilt of Unbelievers, t 
KRejection of God's own People the Jews; 


_ a Puniſhment inflicted upon them, chicks F 7 


of for their Infidelity. 


| Second Place, 


. great Difficulty in this Matter ſeems to 


turn upon the following Objection. El. I 
ther there are ſufficient Grounds for our 


Aſſent; or, there are not. If there are; 45 


- where is the Vertue of believing tha 5 


* 


which we cannot rationally disbelieve ? 


If there are not 7 tis unreaſonable to ex- 
pet our Faith, and rather a Folly than ? 


11 Difficuley;” ir 5 
4 commonly anſwered; that there 
ſome, and that conſiderabie Evidence, 


A Vertue to believe. 
For the Solution af 


but not ſo bright and glaring, as net a 


3 to determine our Aſſent. The Ver. N 


tue * ä 3 * this 1 


* biegt 1 1 550 e 0 11 be {RE 1 10 bt 5 
* Gab not, ſhal | 
* e believeth not after he has had ſufficient 
© Proofs, andthe Means of Conviction have 
been fairly laid before him. But we need 
no other Argument to ſatisfy us of the 
n the final 


Having thus ſhewn that Faith is 4 For 
tue properly ſo Feds 1 come now in 6 ths „ 


5. a? 2 8 1 5 8 ol 5 * 5 a 8 3 5 l = 
4 *. ; ASS ; + 


I. To Gager the Nadie of this Tow 3H 
tue, and ſhew wherein it conſiſts. The 2 


Se BY 


fes ;by our own MF Wills me 
tions to the Truths which are Propoſed. . 
this Reply ſeems by no'means Satiſ- 
Haktory, but rather a Reflection upon 
0 Falch than a true Account of it. For 
| the Queſtion will till return, whether or 
no that Evidence be ſafficient , i. e. 1 
much as a Man would in right” Reaſon 
be determined by, and ſo much as he is 
20 determined by in other Matters. 398 
be, and appear ſo to be; there is, Ithink, 
n — in Aﬀenting. For the Mind 
cannot but embrace Truth, as ſuch; and 
5 is neceſſaril determined to it in credible 
and probable, as well as (demonſtrable 
Matters. Tho? the Thing aſſented to be 
_  nobmeceſſerily true; yet that Aſent which 
| properly belongs to it is zeceſſary, And 
ne withhold Fanz, 
or Opinion from a crellibie, or p1 
WS | > 4 "as ſuch, than it can 5 lence fr om 4 
emanſtrable One: This appears, true 9 
Experience, and is evident to any one 
that Werves d himſelf the ſeveral! 


of: Thinking, and Degrees of Aﬀent. | 


But on the other fide, if there be not ſuf- 

_ ficient Evidence; certainly neither God 
nor Man requires it as our Duty to be- 

lieve. And if it do not a 


- " Fl 
N o y 
f 'Y * # 
1 ' a 
* - ' 1 Y 
& =— $15 
- 5 : x 
\ WHOS : 
3 "2A by . 
N % 


r ſo to us, e 

not 3 being 25 impoſſible 5 
* * „„ 
1 


by 5 x * 5 
4 = 
* 


* 4 v 3 4 


| aA Dito _ 


. * 5 


£ » 1 4 - ” 

k 7 . » ** i 1 N > 5 . a 
ö 4 x : 2 J 7 * 8 - ; 4 , 

” . - 4 * 2 - « 

* ” , p > - - ;- 
: 2 hes . - 1 x 4 2 E : A * = 1 0 0 * Fa 2 2 
1 g 1 2 pe 1 5 3 1 5 2 1 © F "mg? . Cos 8 . > f 8 * — 
2 — 8 1 en. 24 * 5 hc * - - 6 * 1 — ——— —— m 
8 n — . . . —— AA ron. Sets „„ — —— * * 
. ä ̃ ůmM ⅛˙—vsös err uw Ü e ̃ .wñ ͤm 0l8p— eos g wars 
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are. pref: ended to be Divine, re reall 
Jo. For if a Man, confirmed: an the 455 
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5 0 1 By « God: Liſe: - It will. tainly wi 5 
eater Danger that his Prejudice will 
30 fl inder him from enquiring after, or even 

hearing the Arguments which are brouglit 5 

to prove the Divine Priginal of that 
Book, than that (after he is ſo convin- _ 

ced he ſhould refuſe: to conſider and 

rece ve the Doctrines contained in it. 

But however, I ſay there will be ſome 

Danger even of this; and if he be not 

very cautious, his Prejudice will be too 

hard for him in this Particular. 
We have Inſtances more than enougli 

of Perſons wWho firmly believe the . 

tures to be the Word of God, and yer 

find Ways to Bafle and Elude thoſe Bo- 

ctrines Which contradict either their Vi- 
cious Inclinations or even thoſe Tenets 
[or inions which they are paſſionate: 

; Si of. It is our Duty therefore to 
Ks and ſubdue theſe Corruptions ; and 
(as the Apoſtle Expreſſes it) ike new. borx 1 
Babes to deſire the ſintere Milk of the Mord, * 

that we may grow thereby. Now Prejudice 

nay be divided (like Ignorance) into 

Tos Lorts; viz, That which is volun-⸗ 
arv and c ontracted by our own Fault 

an "Miſtnanigemedr; or That which is 

unavoidable; and proceeds from Want of 


9275 Opportunities of Information. 80 
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berge 7 3 it is i de) Gofal ; 34 
tho at other Times it is rather qur 1 fr 


TS fortune than our Crime, yet et this is 115. 85 


rain, that at all Times it is our n 
break through it, and in ſpight q all 
Obſtructions faithfully and impartially to 
hear, read, and receive every one "6 = 2 
fs thoſe Points which are dilivered in H G 
Scripture. as the Objects. of our F 180 
That this is in our Power, is Manie 
from Experience. Prejudice (like other 
Habits) is very difficult, but not impoſ- 
fible, to be removed. It 1s pracieale 
even for thoſe Who haye it in Eh | 
eſt and moſt confirmed Degree to dil T 
tangle themſelves from it; and with free 
and unfettered Minds to make a right 
Uſe of the Reaſon which God has given 
JE them, And never certainly is this Duty 7 
more neceſſary ; than when the Things 


to be. conſidered come from God, and 


are of the utmoſt Moment and Concern 
to Us, For nothing ſure can bea greater 


1 : Affront to Him, than to refuſe to hear 


Him, when He ſpeaks. to us, or rightly 
to unc derſtand Him; and nothing more 

pernicious to our ſelves, than to ſhut oo 

Eyes againſt the Light of thoſe Trut 
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1. When: the T hings propoſed chwart 19 55 
| and contradict our V | 


iS. 
n ey OpF poſe: our beloved 05 ei. 


[ro 7 When they. and our Reaſon. I 
ns give them a fair Hearing in ſpight 
all theſe Difficulties, | and come to 
them wi aa. Mind willing to be inſtru- 
Ce, is our indiſpenſable: Duty; and in 
doing this the Pens of Faith in a great 
meaſure conſiſts. For this was the Faith 


glocions z vic. becauſe they readily em- 
| braced the Doctrines of the Goſpel, not- 
: withſtanding the diręct Level and Ten- 

denen of them, againſt all thoſe abomi- 
| ble K orruptions in which they had ſo 
N themſelves. No leſs ho- 
le and Praiſe-worthy was the 
Faith of the Jewiſh Converts; Who, in 


favour of the Moſaick Caſtoms, Rites, 
and Ceremonies, opened their Ears and 
Eyes effectually to receive the Fruths of 
Chriſtianity, which entirel y cancelled 
_ > 8 But the Faith of 
M 4 1 both or 


greateſt, in all, or any W 715 of theſe tol- * * 


6 of the Gentile Converts, laudable and 0 


ſpight of their habitual Prepoſſeſſions i 8 


| in this that they e were not 5 at 22 
"ah the Trinity, Twoarnatlon, and the like; 
Which far tranſcend and ſurmoun tho 
eien do not contradict our Reaſon. 
IV, in all theſe Reſpects was the Faith 
of Abraham, the Example mentioned in 
my Text, imputed to him for Rig hiteouſ 
nes; for he left his Fathers Hoſe, and 
the Holatry and Errors of the Heathen 
World, at 125 Command of that God in 
whom he believed; and firmly acqui- 
eſced in the fulfilling of his Promiles 
1 notwithſtanding the ſeeming Impoſſibility 
of it. This is infifted upon at large, 
both in the Book of Geneſis, and in the 
i; 8 255 pter of which my Text is a part. 
5 = ainft Hope believed in Hope, that he 
18, 2®, 1 552 e the Father of man) N. B 
„ 0 to that which was ſpoken,” ſo 2 
wtirde. And being not Weak in Faith, 
e conſidered not his mn Body nom. dead, 
men he was about an hundred Tears old, nei. 
© - ther get the deadneſs' of Sarah's s Womb: He 
Fra 4 Or; not at the Promiſe of God through 
3 Dulelief; but was ſtrong in Faith, rom 
* Glory to God: And: being fully perſuaded, 
= "that what He had. promiſed, He was alſo able 
to perform, And ere, it was imputed to 
* "Wy wad — ro * is a very illu- 
. rides 


ſtrious TCP re markable Plain of ts Eos 
 Seripture; in which this part of the .. 
Vertue of Faith is largely and clearly * VE Þ 
_ deſcribed. Notwithſtanding all thoſe 
— Difficulties and Improbabilities he fted- -' | 
faſtly believed. He would not ſuffer his 
Prejudice to Hinder: him from attending 
to that which was ſpoken ; and them (b:. 
ing ſatisfied that it was ſpoken by God) .-. 
| he could not but believe it. By this 
Faith he obtained ſo good and honon- - 
rable a Report; that he was ſtiled be 
Futher of the Fina, and the Friend of 2 . 
Gol. 1045 i 
Thus: ee I diſpatched Two of che „ 
i Particulars I mentioned; and ſhewn that 
this Vertue conſiſts, 1 13 In honeſt In, 
duſtry and Endeavour, in enquir in: into : 
the Means of Conviction, or thoſe Ar- 
guments which are urged to convince 
us that the Things propoſed to our Belief 
15 were really delivered by God. But be- 
sgaauſe even after we are perſuaded of this 
| we may by Cuſtom and Prepoſſeſſion 8 
. | - hindered from actually attending to, and 
_ refleQing upon ſome particular Things 
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7 - which we are prejudiced againſt, or be 
1 biaſſed to put ſome wrong Conſtruction 
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it; therefore 1 have ſhewn' that 


Y this Vertve conſiſts, 2aly, In being of a 
ductil > © . Dilpolrion which _ 


| Diu either free 3 N or mh oh - 
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Fr, and ſecure our Faith, as the Two 


in ſpight of chat, and all ocher ObſtraQti- | 


Truths propounded. - It is, no doubt, 

5] * Duty we Oow˖òeẽ to God, not 
only to believe in general that whatever 
he ſays is true; but alſo to conſider, and 
reflect upon every particular FOG in 

order to Our believing That by it ſelf, be 
it never ſo repugnant to our Opinion, 
Humour, Intereſt, or Inclination. 4411 
„ conſiſts in frequent Conſideration 

55 of the Things we already believe; in 
often turning and revolving in our Made. 
both the Grounds and Motives of our 

Faith, and alſo thoſe: Points Which are 


propoſed as the Objects of it. This 
Branch is as neceſſary to ſtrengthen, g 


former are at firſt to i the; Foundation of 
it. And tis to the want of this that we 
may aſeribe moſt of the Wickedneſs. and 
Irreligion with which the Chriſtian World 
at this Day abounds. As there are but 
very few c downright. Infidels among us, 
ho wholly disbelieve the Chriſtian Re- 
gion; fo there are but few) who are ſo 
ſteddy and perfect Believers as they ought 

to be, jet may be, if if they Wi be at 8 
the Pains to make themſelves: 0. Ask 
33 man, Wider * are — 0 uk : 
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Truth and Excellency of the Evange- Deum 
_ lical Diſpenſation, and that the Bible is V- _- | 


the Word of God; and they will cer- 
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tainly tell you, They are: Nay, ?tis great 


adds bur they will, rake it very ill to have 


| ſuch a Queſtion, put to them. But if 


you. ask them, wha; they believe, and why 


they believe; what thoſe Points are to 
which they yield their Aﬀent, and what 
the Grounds upon which they yield it; 
it 8 885 much to be feared, that a great 


er of thoſe who call themſelves Chri- 


ſtians (even of thoſe too who are eapa- 
ble of informing themſelves better) will 
find themſelves at a loſs for an Anſwer. 
And this will hold true, nat only of 
Thoſe who are guilty of a Breach of their 
Duty in the Two Inſtances ahove- men- 


tioned, and never enquired into the 


Means of Conviction; or (if they did) 
yet refuſed, through Prejudice, to exa- 
mine and conſider, all the [Truths propo- 


true, not only of ſuch Perſons, but like- _ 
wile of many others who have at firſt 
laid a good Foundation of their, Belief; 
have honeſtly and induſtriouſly weighed 
tze Arguments, and „ by 


them; and have brought a teachabſe 
ition. to receive and 
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Which T am now ſpeaking. For it is not 
enough {o xp prepare our Minds at firſt, 
as to diſpoſe chem for the reception of 
the Truths of the Goſpel; but we mult 
_ alſo uſe great Caution and L Diligence all - 
our Lives long, to preferve and keep a- 
i and even to ſtrengthen and encreaſe 
that Faith which is begun in us. And 
the only way to do this is often to read 
the Ho Seriptures; free uently to recol- En 
lect in our Minds the Things we be- 
lieve, and the Grounds upon which we 
believe them; to inſiſt and dwell upon 
theſe Thoughts, till our Faith is become 
- ftrong, robuſt, and habitual; and can- 
not be eaſil ly. Taken or unſettled. A 
Man may once belleve all that is requi- 5 
red of him; and be able to give a ra- 
tional Account why he does fo: but with- 
out this diligent and frequent Reflection, | 
all, or moſt of thoſe Notices which he at 
firſt received will flide out of his Me- 
1 His Faith Will become weak, Jas 
and remiſs; it will be dead not 
* iy" in Its Conſequences and Effects, bur 
even in it ſelf; and at laſt beconie , 
— as to be little better _ 
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| Grace of God (Which is given to none 


but the Induſtrious) will ever be aſſiſt- 
eſs * we uſe the beſt of our 


have 10- little. true Faith 1 in 1 


tho” they love to talk. ſo much, about it. 
Pe 85 Jomething, but they can. ; 


not well tell What: For Want of. th thus 


graing. and revolving theſe Things in 
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Which alone are able ro male them 
e they have only ome faint 
embrances, ſome confu ted; and ob- 


 ſcure/Conceptions ; . which are wes no uſe. 


roneous, and their Practice Unchriſtian. _ 
Io keep our ſelves from falling into ſuch - 

2 State as this, by, often lg ; 

what we believe, is evidently our Duty; . 


to them, but to make their Opinions er- 


8 upon 


and the performance of it is an eminent 
Part of the Vertue upon which I am diſ- 


Ver may grow in Grace. N as it is our 


; courſing. When we once believe, we 
15 mg (as St. Paul-ſpeaks upon another „ 
aſion) ſtir up the Gift which is in us, by 2 Tim. 


much thinking; and grow in Faith, that 
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For Theſe ( (eſpecially in Matters of Im- 5 
3 3 Y are 9 7 perly Good and Evi 


the Objects of the Will, as Well as. 5 
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dae Knowledge; had PER. as rum b | 
an Averſion for Ignorance ane 
And there is all the Reaſon in the World 
that we ſhould ; ſinee our Happineſs ar 

_ Mifery © greatly depends upon ur 


| : right, or wrong Information. Whoſe: - 


ever therefore puts Falſhood for Truth, 


Fo if the Subject be of any Conſequence to 


ns, may, with the ytmoſt Propriety, be 
. aid to put Evil for Good; in the more 
_ Fulgar Phraſe he puts Darkneſs for Light, 
8 - while n himſelf and others he impoſes 
Error for Argument, and Lyes inſtead: 
of Demonſtration. In this Guilt are in- 
volved all Thoſe (and too many ſuch 
there are in the World) Who by their 
rkidiculous Sophiſtry, and impudent FHH 
tences to RR make it their Buſineſs 
to diſpute a or the Principles ot Chri- 
Wein y endeavour to take away 
all Diſtinction between Vertue and Vice, 
or to prove that there is no ſuch Thing as 
either; to obliterate all Notions of Law 
and ( Obedience, and to make Religion no 
better than a mere pgs ngine, or Tool 


Nor is it cy > be Ae how 
Thoſe will cn; get clear of this Im- 
putation, Who in Matters of very great 
Moment (cho) leſs than the Being of Re- 
be Oe” — to the — 
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b . common bende of all Mankigd. OY 5 
if (for Example) any one ſhould inſiſt 1 
upon it, that the way to Suppe ar 1 
is Eſtabliſhed Conſtitution, is to admit its | 
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1 Enemies into its Bowels; or that the 
_ Method to diſcourage any Faction ” 7 


A 


of Men, is to entruſt them with Power: 
5 and Authority. | 8 (4 
2. Men bring this Guilt upon thier 
oy Souls by recommending Vice, and tra- 
ducing Vertue; by repreſenting the for- 
mer as fit to de embraced, and the 3 
aãvs undeſirable. Which indeed fu 
the Practice of wilful fallacious ha 
ing, mentioned in the former Particular: 
but then it ſuppoſes ſomething elſe; and 
| is a more direct Method of putting 
| Good and Evil for each other. This is 
the Employment of Thoſe who endea- 
vour to perſuade the World that Reli- 
gion is an uneligible Thing; a melan- 
Choly, diſmal, and uncom ortable Inſti- 
tution; attended only with Inconvenien- 
cies, and deſtitute of Rewards: on the 
other ſide applauding a wicked Courſe, 
as the only way to Pleaſure and — 
neſs, as being moſt agreeable to human 
Reaſon, and the true Vic of our natural 
5 Appetites. Theſe, and ſuch like, are che 
perverſe Arguings of ſome Men, who 
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ter the Rudiments of the World, and not 
1 Chriſt. Hither likewiſe is to be re- 
uced the deteſtable Practice of Scoffing . 
at Religion, or endeavouring to, render 
it ridiculous; and that of laboù ring to 
3 Vice into Credit and Reputation. 
Of the ſame Nature is all This Guilt, 
when it reſpects any particular Vertue, 
or Vice, or even any ſingle Action of 
either; when by Slander or Ridicule we 
\ ſtrive to make; the former either Odious 
or Contemptible, and by as falſe: Repre- 
ſentation to procure Love, or Reyerence 
for the latter. Thus Forgiveneſs. of In- 
juries. ſhall- be condemned by ſome as 
Pernicious, and laughed at by others as 
- Weakneſs and Folly. Prophaneneſs, and 
all manner of D Debauchery ſhall paſs for 
very. deſirable Qualities, and the A 

compliſhments of a Gentleman; Re- 
venge for a Proof of Valour, and Murder 
_ boy the Vindication of One's Honour. Bur, 
The Guilt here mentioned is chiefly 
and moſt commonly contracted by put- 
ting ſome particular Vertues and Vices 
for each other; which is eſpecially done 
between thoſe which ſeem to have ſome 
Reſemblance, and ſo are more eaſy to be 
confounded and diſguiſed. How, and 
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Germ 2 8 3 of transſo 


8 Lem *o hans fa Tae 70 Tene 
I bach pakpdlterous, Chanzes 7, 
made, one wonld think it ſhe 
Ways ſfomertiih 


Cual bent ute Evil; and ſu on the other 


4 200% _— ſometimes cn 5 


| * Complaiſance, and Baſenes for Conde- - * 
' Keexifion. _ Nay; it ſhall be eſteemed / 


Qauſe of a good Conſcience, Prudence 
to deſert it, and Moderation to 1 


rious in the Worſt: a true Religious 
Warmth in the reſolute: Diſcharge of his 
Bug che perfectiy free from all Un- 
m, and even all undecent Pa ſſiom, 

- ſhalb/be; Violence and Uncharitablenefs 


moſt umuſtiffable Practices, and in Pro- 
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and untantt y Vertue. : „„ 
And tho} (As was laid) chal 'a good and | 
are moſt likely to be con- 
8 which ſeem to ave ſonic Af. 
8 in their Natures: yet ſometimes 
Men have ſo long accuſtomed them- 
ſel ves to this way of Fallacy and Collu- 
8 5 inſenſibly liding from one Degree 
of it to another; that they are at laſt 
come to ſuch a Pitch, as to J dignity che 
| 0 moſt monſtrous Crimes with the Stile of 
Religion. As Schiſm, Murder, n 2 
13 Sacrill ege, and 'Regicide, and a 
en = Enormities, were once 
y a moſt unheard- of :Latitade or Com- 
Navy all included under the general 
Jotion of Reformation and Zeal for 
5 : 5 We Glor 951 Wee the groſſeſt Villanies 
were put ff very Duties to Which 
_ are Diachetrically oppo 
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leaſt arrive; nor can any Mortal deter- | 32 
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wh 15 Titles even of thoſe Vertues to VIII. 
Which they are moſt directly contrary ; = 
ſ od on Ne other hand, there are not want- - 
ing ſome, who flander and traduce par- 
ticular Vertues, by. giving them the 


Wi; of their oppolite-Vices. ; Thus of 
a Man FU: poor in Spirit, and lin 
his own 1 5 it ſhall. be ſaid, that hien 
pa umility is nothing but Pride ; ql 


nd<that he is really Proud, by — 
to be i ewe Such Reflections as theſe 
re often moſt injuriouſly made: It is 
true, ir fometimes happens that the Caſe 
eally ſo; but ſtill we are very Blame» |, 
able in making ſuch Judgments. at ran- 
Tots - Or . HOO, 55 auen 1 
oſe Qualities; being ſo ve ey: - 
Mie t to be bali e eas the ; > 
are put for each other, before they pas 
ns nice and critical Cenſures. For if : 
the perſon thus condemned be not a Hy. 
rite, he that condemns him is plain 7 85 
4 Slanderer; and if the one does not call 
Evil Good, it is moſt certain that The 
| other calls Good Evil. | 
The mention of Hyprocrily ſuggelts 5 
another Inſtance, of the Sin we are diſs: 
courſing of, which is to be ranked un. 
der this Third Particular ; ; it being the 
Buſineſs * the 0 rite to i his 
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done, hecauſe not {6 mucl Peak eck; the 
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Not hut chat in the Na- 
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pls * . are 1 and x -nally Diſcourſe 
_ chargeable 10 with the wen « Gout 9 
tioned; w ho being any way concerned 
in the. A Admimiſtration of Publick Juſtice, 
endeavour. to pervert the Courſe of it, 
d hinder it from taking its due Ef- 
fect. This Caſe is different from all 
hoſe above · mentioned; inaſmuch as it 
loes not relate to Religion in general, 
nor even to any particular Vertues and 
Vices; but only to ſingle Facts, Cauſes, 
and Circumſtances, which alone are the 
Objects of] adicial Eaquiries. | I Judges 
then proceed not uprightly between Man 
and Man, ; in Matters of controverted | 
Riglits and Poſſeſſions; or in criminal 
Caſes condemn the Innocent, and let the 
Guilty 80 free; if Advochtes labour by 
the Floufiſhes o 1 7 Wit Eloquence to 
gild and ſet Injury and Op e 
to burniſh and brighten a wicked Cauſe, .. 
or to cloud, blacken, and aſperſe a good 
One; by fallacious Subtilries to 2 a 
wrong. Turn to the Merits: of it; to 
baffle and confound Witneſſes, in order 
to evade the Evidence which is laid be- 
2 them 2 if. Both endeavour to elude - 
t and Equity, by bendin and warp : 
ing a Laws gontrary to their natural 
Tendency, and torturing them till they 
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what is all 5 . putting Foil or 
Good, and Good for Evil, in the —.4 


and moſt emphaticat Sente of of the | 


Bribery, Subornation, and Falf . 
ſing; and, in ſhort, every Kind 
gree of Cotruption in all Peres Gr. l 
Toever, Who any way belong to the 
Oourts of Judicature, fo as to have a 4 
 Thare in the Adminiſtration of Juſtice. 
Or if theſe Practices be not mani 983 
enough implied in my Text, the Words 
a very little after it are ſuficiently plain: 
In wich there is a particular Woe de- 
. Ver. 25. nounced againſt Thoſe, who juſtify the 
1 Wicked for Reward, and nabe anch the Ri bre. 
85 5  onſweſs of the Righteous from him. „ 
And thus having endeavoured to thaw” 
how far Good and Evil are Capable of 
5 bei ing put for each other,” and in what 
Caſes they are often {ualy 16 confDund- 
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55 e; of Morality : And this not on- 
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